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WELCOME HOME!

INSPIRING WORSHIP
IN-PERSON
& LIVESTREAM
CHILDREN’S CHURCH DURING

WORSHIP
Enjoy Inspiring Worship Sunday mornings at 10 a.m.
in-person or on livestream. Visit the Worship tab
at hopeonbluerock.org for
information on how to view
livestream or recorded worship
videos, to view weekly bulletins,
and more. If you have questions
or concerns regarding worship,
contact Mike Schweinfest, Chair of the Worship &

Music Committee..

Pastor Christie

NEW YEAR, OLD CLOTHES (SLIGHTLY CHANGED)
A new clothing donation option has come to
HOPE’s Narthex. We are now collecting clothing
items, including footwear, for the Franciscan Sisters
of the Poor Thrift

Shop, “The Franciscan

Peddler,” located on

Compton Road. These

donations will benefit

marginalized and

impoverished women in our community. Questions
about what you can donate? Contact K.C. Kless,
Outreach Chair

Editor’s Note: Check the January council
minutes on page 7 for other items this group
will accept for recycling.

L A
0 N
v
' 0
o
0 b
N R
E

LENTEN & EASTER WORSHIP

Pastor Christie’s theme for

Lenten Worship on Sunday

mornings will be “Shelter.” We

will be looking at all of the ways

in which the Bible describes God

as our shelter and our refuge, and exploring how
God is our shelter throughout our daily lives. Mark
your calendars for this Sunday Lenten series, plus
many more Lenten, Holy Week, and Easter
activities:

Ash Wednesday, March 2 — Worship 7pm @ Hope

Wednesdays During Lent — Virtual Worship 7pm with
ELCA Cincinnati Pastors

Sundays During Lent — Worship 10am @ Hope (with
theme of “Shelter”)

Palm Sunday Celebration April 10 — Worship 10am @
Hope

Maundy Thursday, April 14 — Worship 7pm @ Hope
Good Friday, April 15 - TBA

Easter Sunday, April 17 — Worship 9am & 11am @
Hope; Continental Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt @ 10am

Pastor Christie
HOPE’S 2022 CONGREGATION COUNCIL

President Jen Byrne
Spiritual Life/Vice President Lana Albright
Treasurer Chris Arany
Financial Secretary Ron Long
Recording Secretary Debbie Schrader

Mike Schweinfest
Erica Leppert

Worship & Music
Christian Education

Generosity/Stewardship Bonnie Long
Outreach K.C. Kless
Property Chuck Hasdorff
Fellowship Karen Schweinfest

These persons were elected at the January 23rd
Annual Congregational Meeting. Members attending
received copies of the Hope’s 2021 Annual Report
which includes the reports of all finances and
committee chairs. President Jen Byrne also related
the ongoing work of the Congregational Vitality
Team seeking information from the community
regarding what Hope can do to help this area.
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PASTOR CHRISTIE’S CORNER

An Attitude of Gratitude

#AbundantlyBlessed

Over the past year, we have been

exploring the theme of

“Abundance.” When we approach

life with a mentality of abundance,

it means starting the conversation

with what we are blessed to have, rather than
what we are frustrated not to have. It is a “glass
half full” mentality. We focus on our blessings and
on our stories of faith and gratitude, trusting that
God will provide anything we need.

Last summer, | wrote a series of 7 devotionals on
the theme of Abundance for our 2021 Synod
Assembly. | have shared six of these with you
throughout these past several months, and now |
share the 7th and final devotional:

Day 7 — Receiving

Romans 8:31-32 If God is for us, who is against
us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but

gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else?

Reflect: How often do we assume that our
prayers are petty, or not worthy of God’s
attention? How often do we need or desire
something and assume we can procure that
ourselves, without asking God for it? How
often do we assume that something is out
of reach, without even praying about it?
Asking for and receiving help can be
humbling. It means admitting that we cannot
do everything on our own. And this is
exactly what God wants us to know - that
we cannot do everything on our own. If we
are aware of a great need - whether in our
families or faith communities or somewhere
else, why not ask God for it? In order to live
into an abundant life, we must be willing to
ask for and receive God’s gifts.

Prayer and Meditation: After you’ve settled,
breathed, and connected with God today,
think of one or more blessings that seems
out of reach, perhaps for your faith
community. Maybe this is something that
has been worrying you for a while. Ask God
to guide you and your faith community to

the resources that you need, and to guide
your own steps in leading your community
into this endeavor. Pray: God of abundant
blessings, show me how to better trust that
you will provide all things. Show me how to
ask and to receive blessings, especially when
that feels like a difficult thing to do.
Humble me as a leader in my faith
community, that | may point toward you at
all times. Guide my faith community toward
unexpected, grace-filled, and Spirit-led paths
of abundant life. Amen.

In Christ’s eternal Peace, Love, and HOPE,
Pastor Christie

ARE YOU RECEIVING PASTOR’S EMAILS?

Pastor Christie sends a weekly "Hope Happenings"
email to update us all on worship & the happenings
for the upcoming week. Due to technical difficulties,
some folks haven't been receiving these. If you
have not been receiving these emails lately, and you
would like to receive them - first check your SPAM
or Junk folder - and if this is not the problem or you
have questions, contact Pastor Christie

pastor@hopeonbluerock.org / 317-828-5949.

If you do not want to receive these messages,
please contact Pastor or click the unsubscribe link
at the bottom of the message. It is best if you do
not send the messages to SPAM, as this can trigger
future messages (in your inbox and in other
people’s) to be marked as SPAM.
Pastor Christie
SAVE THE (DINNER) DATE
Sunday, March 27th
On Sunday, March 27th, HOPE is again serving the
weekly worship dinner at UC’s
Edge House, known
affectionately as “Nosh”. HOPE
members are invited to
participate by helping to provide
food, attending the dinner
worship event, or both! For a little more info about
Nosh, visit: https://www.edge-uc.org/nosh

Stay tuned to Pastor’s weekly emails - details on
how to sign up will be coming in February. Questions
can be directed to K.C. Kless, Outreach Chair
(kless@me.com)

You are on Heaven’s most wanted list!
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FANTASTIC FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

3 Tavia Pennington 20 Sam Kless
7 Kim Arany 21 Jaelyn Reid
Khalil Small 23 Gabrielle Buccino
8 Ben Gundrum 25 Donny Swiecki
Ruth Oehler Lois Hollingsworth
10 Emma Sheppard 28 Katelyn Hunt
11 Sue Millard James Thompson
14 Raegan Beneker
Mary Bryant
17 Judy Royse
18 Hannah Gabbard
19 Karen Schneider

YOGA - “LIGHT WITHIN”
Join our “Light Within” yoga series, available via
Zoom.

Free community yoga returns on the 1st & 3rd
Mondays of each month. Suitable
for everyonel!

For questions or help getting

started, contact K.C. Kless
(yoga_with_kc®icloud.com) or Pastor Christie.

K.C. Kless, Teacher

BOOK CLUB NEWS

With the end of January comes the end

of our journey with “Fierce” by Alice

Connor. The group has learned much

about the stories of women in the Bible

as well as about ourselves. More to

come in next month’s Herald, including

possibilities for a fresh book club starting in 2022.
K.C. Kless, Outreach Chair

BIBLE COLLECTION FOR LOVE PACKAGES
The women of WHOO are still
collecting Bibles for Love Packages, an
international charity for distributing
religious materials. Please donate used
and new Bibles to this worthy cause to
spread the news that Jesus is for all
people of the world.

For every Bible collected by February 13, WHOO will
purchase new Bibles to add to the number. Please
place your Bible donations in the bin marked Love
Packages in the Narthex/lobby.

Judl love everyorne. /Y 4ol ‘em
oul bater - God

“SAVE BEES WALK”

HOPE’s Outreach team is leading the charge to do a
bit of good in our community. And we know some in
our congregation have a regular walking or running
routine. Put those two things

together and you have

charity walk/run events!

Our first event of 2022 is the
“Save the Bees Run/Walk” - it
is a “virtual” event. Here's
how it works:

e Complete a 5K (3.1
miles) or 10K (6.2 miles) at your convenience,
anytime, anywhere.

® Includes shirt, race bib, finisher medal, and
support of the Bee Conservancy, helping to save
pollinators who make our flowers, gardens, nature
areas, food plants, and human lives great!

See HOPE’s website for a signup link or
contact K.C. Kless, Outreach Chair.

NURSERY IS OPEN

Don’t forget that Kayla Terbrueggen is available
during worship to entertain Hope'
youngest children if parents wish to
be use her services.

LOOK AT THE RED’S NEW RECRUIT?
Pat Speeg was recently busy at her annual Arizona
visit with husband Larry as they participated in the

Red’s Fantasy Camp. She serves as a bench coach
and keeps score. She has actively participated in
softball since she was a young girl and still is a BIG
promoter of the sport of baseball. Keep it up, Pat!
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FEBRUARY THANK YOUS AND NEWS
Thank you to:
e everyone who purchased poinsettias to adorn

our altar for the Christmas season

e Eva McMasters and Pat Speeg for setting up
the communion for the year of 2021

e Lois Vinup, Beulah Kroger. Eva McMasters and
Pat Speeg for helping with communion trays
while serving communion for the year of 2021.

e everyone who put up and took down all the
Advent and Christmas decorations.
Ruth Oehler

A heartfelt note of appreciation to our own Pastor
Christie and long time Music Director, Karen
Schweinfest who work so diligently and faithfully to
organize and lead our inspiring worship services. We
certainly appreciate all of their efforts!

Pastor and Hope Friends,

Thank you for your many cards, notes and prayers,
which sustain me. It is so good to hear your
sermons and see familiar faces during the worship
videos. | pray everyone will have a blessed year
ahead. Barb Falk

A special thank you to Carmen Hasdorff who served
on council for the last five years as Vice President/
Spiritual Life Chair. She did an outstanding job in
keeping those unable to attend in contact with
Hope.

A great big thank you to the 2022 council members
for their willingness to serve God and Hope Church.
They will be installed on Sunday, January 30.

Thank you to Karen Schweinfest and her Fellowship
Committee for the delightful Christmas Worship and
Brunch on the Sunday, December 26th. All enjoyed

a buffet of delicious food items contributed by
those who attended. The Informal worship centered
on reading scripture passages and singing carols.

Thank you to Marcus Beckmann on trumpet and
Jake Byrne on drums for joining Karen Schweinfest

on the clavinoa and providing the music with Pastor
Christie leading the service and members reading
the passages. A wonderful serious way to wind
down from the Christmas holidays!

Congratulations to Kara Williams on the acceptance
of her doctoral dissertation! She will graduate and
receive her doctoral hood in the spring from the
University of Cincinnati. We are so proud of this
young mother’s accomplishment!



At the January meeting 10 women

enjoyed a night out talking with one

another while eating a light meal and

delicious brownies baked by Kathy Mushaben. Thank
you, Kathy!

After counting the donated Bibles, the group voted
to purchase 96 additional Bibles for Love packages.
(Bibles are still being collected until February 13.)
Several other ways of helping our community were
discussed for the future months,

The next meeting is scheduled for February 24th at
6pm.

BIBLE STUDY
1pm Thursdays - Virtual and In-Person
Interested in studying the Bible and
how it relates to YOUR life? Interested
in making
friends,
praying, and
laughing together?
Come to Bible
Study! All are
welcome! Lenten Bible
Study Series coming
soon! Email Pastor Christie at
pastor@hopeonbluerock.org for more information.

To join virtually Join via zoom on computer or smart
phone: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3178285949?
pwd=YSs1QzNScVIMZzIkMkZpMTImVINLUTO09

1-301-715-8592
Pastor Christie

Call in via telephone:

HOW TO JOIN ZOOM EVENTS

For the majority of our zoom meetings, the
instructions for joining on zoom are the same. See
below for instructions, and contact

Pastor Christie with questions or

difficulties. In the occasional case

that the zoom link is different,

instructions will be noted with the

event publicity.

To join virtually Join via zoom on computer or smart
phone: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3178285949?
pwd=YSs1QzNScVIMZzIkMkZpMTImVINLUT09

Call in via telephone: 1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 317 828 5949
Passcode: 4695

Pastor Christie

PRAYER CHAIN — WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT
Hope’s “Prayer Chain” is the method that we use to
communicate with one another when we have prayer
requests. As prayer requests come in, they are sent out
daily via email and listed weekly in the bulletin.This is an
important method of

communication which helps our

amazing team of pray-ers to know

who is most in need of prayer each

day and each week. The prayer

chain also serves sometimes to notify Pastor of people
who are in need of extra care and to alert our teams as to
who might need a card, message, or call of
encouragement.

To submit a prayer chain request: Complete this online
form https://www.hopeonbluerock.org/prayer-requests/,
send an email to prayer@hopeonbluerock.org, or call
Pastor Christie 317-828-5949 (cell) 513-923-3370
(church office)

Interested in receiving prayer chain emails? Email
prayer@hopeonbluerock.org with your contact information
and we will get you added to the list.

Thank you to our Prayer Chain for so faithfully praying for
everyone, to our Spiritual Life Team for overseeing to the
congregation’s spiritual care, and especially to Carmen
Hasdorff who chairs Spiritual Life and moderates Prayer
Chain emails. Pr. Christie

SON MINISTRIES REPORT

During December, SON’s food pantry distributed food and
personal care items to 92 families
L [that included 94 children and 212
<wisies | adults for a total of 306 persons.
(The food pantry was closed for 2
weeks in December.)

A/
s’;

Serving Our Nelghbora

ltems needed for February are shampoo, conditioner,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, and deodorant.

Thank you to all who donate to this needed worthy
community food pantry.

BROWN PAPER GROCERY BAGS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED!

SOME HUMOR FOR YOU

A Christian guy named Bill saw

an ad online for a Christian

horse, so he went to check it

out. The horse’s owner said,

“It's easy to ride him. Just say

‘Praise the Lord!” to make him

go and ‘Amen!’ to make him stop.” Bill got on the horse
and said, “Praise the Lord!” Sure enough, the horse
started to walk. “Praise the Lord!” he said again, and the
horse began to trot. “Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!” he
yelled, and the horse broke into a gallop. Bill was enjoying
his ride so much that he almost didn’t notice the cliff he
and the horse were about to go over. Bill shouted “AMEN!”
at the top of his lungs, and the horse stopped right at the
edge of the cliff. Relieved, Bill said, “Phew! Praise the
Lord!” —Submitted by Z.S. via rd.com (Reader’s Digest)
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HOPE DIRECTORY APP
FOR CELL PHONE go to your apps and down load
FREE instant church directory.

FOR COMPUTER In the address bar (URL)- type in
members.instantchurchdirectory.com

The screen will ask you to submit
your email address as it appears
in the church directory. You will
be sent an email with a password
or link embedded in it. When you
create a new password, it must
be 8 characters long and contain
alt least two of the following: capital letters or
symbols.
*Changes are continuously made as the church is
notified. If you have changed your email address, you

will need to re-enroll. It will not recognize the new
email address for confidentiality purposes.

KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM
1.Visit KrogerCommunityRewards.com
2. Sign in to your online
account, or create an account.
3. Find and select Hope
Lutheran and click “Enroll.”

Hope’s 5 digit number is 80286.
Please join today!

BOX TOPS MADE EASY

Box Tops to school. All you need is your phone.

Download the ALL-NEW Box Tops app, shop as
you normally would, then
simply scan your store
receipts to find
participating products. The
app will automatically
credit your school's Box

Tops earnings online.
Karen Schneider

DO YOU SHOP WITH AMAZONsmile?

It works just like Amazon (Amazon Prime)
does...except you use AMAZONsmile at this site:
WWw.Ssmile.amazon.com

It will donate 0.5% of the

price of your eligible

AmazonSmile purchases to

Hope Lutheran Church.

It is an easy way to help the funds to support our
church.

DON’T FORGET OUR NARTHEX BINS!

-Used toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes and floss
containers for UC Dental
-Food and personal care donations for SON Ministries

-Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House
-Religious materials for Love Packages
-Boxtops for Education for schools

-Lids and caps for Buddy benches

-Eye glasses for the Lyon’s Club

-Pill Bottles for Matthew 25

-Clothing for Franciscan Sisters of the poor

Hope is NOT accepting clothing for the First Lutheran
Church clothing room since the church has been closed.

YELLOW BRICK ROAD CHILD CARE

Congratulations to Kayla Willey who has now achieved a 2
Star award rating for her child care facility!

Spots available at 513-601-2596 or send an email to the

address below:
yellowbrickroadchildcare@gmail.com

HOPE’S CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION

To donate to Hope: Checks may be mailed to 4695
Blue Rock Road, Cincinnati, OH 45247 or brought to
church.

Digital donations may be submitted at
www.hopeonbluerock.org Click on “Giving” and
then click on “Online Giving” and

choose how you wish to donate -

either ChurchTrac or PayPal.

For questions email Ron Long at
finance @hopeonbluerock.org

May knowing JESUS bring you PEACE to
bless each day, HOPE for each tomorrow,
and JOY in every season.
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HOPE’S BOTTOM LINE

December 2021

General Fund

Total MONTH YTD
Beginning Balance $ 47,244.42 $ 51,754.37
Revenues $ 10,928.63 $183,362.45
Expenses $ 14,925.21 $194,030.48
Transfers In $ 100.00 $ 2,261.50
Transfers Out $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Ending Balance $ 43,347.84 $ 43,347.84
Memorial Fund

Beginning Balance $ 7,789.33 $16,592.45
Deposit $ 0.00 $ 2,845.00
Interest $ .08 $ 1.46
Disbursements $ 0.00 $11,649.50
Total $ 7,789.41 $ 7,789.41
Wilma Hoffman Fund

Beginning Balance $19,363.76 $ 19,328.70
Deposit $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Interest Income $ 1.64 $ 36.70
Disbursements $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Ending Balance $19,365.40 $19,365.40
Mission Building Fund

Beginning Balance $ 14,372.72 $ 14,346.28
Revenue $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Interest $ 1.23  $ 27.67
Disbursements $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Ending Balance $ 14,373.95 $ 14,373.95
Capital One CD

Beginning Balance $ 52,624.65 $ 52,437.10
Deposit $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Interest Income $ 8.64 $ 196.19
Disbursements $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Ending Balance $ 52,633.29 $ 52,633.29

Chris Arany, Treasurer

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

February 2022 by Zoom

4+Chris Arany, Treasurer: See his report above.
+Mike Schweinfest, Worship: Council voted to
have the January 16th worship service back in-
person with wearing masks strongly encouraged
and social distancing. Worship procedures will be
re-evaluated weekly.

+The church building will be thoroughly cleaned
prior to worship on January 16.

+Wednesday Lenten services will be virtual.
Maundy Thursday is scheduled for 7 pm on March
14th at Hope. Easter will have 2 services - 9am and
11 am with a breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt
between services.

4+K.C. Kless, Evangelism: Book Club is finishing the
book “Fierce.”

+He is teaching Yoga 2 days each month.

40On March 27th, Hope will provide a meal on March
27th at UC Edge House,

+We will begin collecting clothing for the Franciscan
Sisters of the Poor. In addition to clothing, they will
accept bread clips/tags, empty foil coffee bags, used
gift/membership cards, CD/DVDs and cassette tapes.
4+He is looking into a virtual run/walk for Save the Bees.
+Karen Schweinfest, Fellowship: The table worship
on 12/26 went well. She thanked Butch Royse,
Chuck Hasdorff, and Ron Thatcher for helping her
committee to set up for the event.

+Jerry lvins, Digital Ministry: The goal is to have
everyone attending worship complete a media
release form.

+Pastor Christie: She met with the Colerain
Chamber of Commerce. The council voted to spend
$100 to join the organization.

+The council voted to purchase doors locks for 2
classrooms and the nursery. Chuck Hasdorff will
install them.

+Council installation will be at January 30th service.
+Jen Byrne, President: The agenda for the
Congregational Meeting on January 231 was set
including the treasurer’s and committee reports as
well as voting in the new council members.

+The 2021 Audit Committee still needs one
member.

+The Congregational Vitality Team is working on
community listening.

From the minutes of Debbie Schrader, Council
Secretary

FOR THE MARCH ISSUE OF THE HOPE HERALD,
ARTICLES ARE REQUESTED BY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY
16TH. ARTICLES MAY BE EMAILED TO
joyceivins@icloud.com or anytime before that date.

Thank you, Dave McBride, for sharing this website!
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Hope Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
10:00 AM Pastor's Office 10:00 AM SON @ GUMC 10:00 AM Pastor's Office Collaborative Retreat
Hours 10:00 AM Pastor's Office Hours
Hours 1:00 PM Bible Study (virtual
4:30 PM SON @ GUMC & in-person)
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10:00 AM Worship: In-Per- 10:00 AM SON @ GUMC 10:00 AM Pastor's Office 10:00 AM SON @ GUMC 10:00 AM Pastor's Office Pastor's Day Off
son & Livestream 5:00 PM Pastor's Office Hours 10:00 AM Pastor's Office Hours
hours Hours 1:00 PM Bible Study (virtual
6:00 PM Praise Band 2:30 PM CVT @ Panera & in-person)
7:15 PM Yoga 4:00 PM Worship Meeting 7:00 PM Council Meeting
4:30 PM SON @ GUMC Zoom
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10:00 AM Worship: In-Per- 10:00 AM SON @ GUMC 10:00 AM Pastor's Office 10:00 AM SON @ GUMC 10:00 AM Pastor's Office Pastor's Day Off
son & Livestream 5:00 PM Pastor's Office Hours 10:00 AM Pastor's Office Hours
hours Hours 1:00 PM Bible Study (virtual
6:00 PM Praise Band 4:30 PM SON @ GUMC & in-person)
7:15 PM Book Club
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
10:00 AM Worship: In-Per- 10:00 AM SON @ GUMC 10:00 AM Pastor's Office 10:00 AM SON @ GUMC 10:00 AM Pastor's Office Pastor's Day Off
son & Livestream 5:00 PM Pastor's Office Hours 10:00 AM Pastor's Office Hours
hours Hours 1:00 PM Bible Study (virtual
6:00 PM Praise Band 4:30 PM SON @ GUMC & in-person)
7:15 PM Yoga 6:00 PM WHOO Women/
Fellowship Hall
27 28
10:00 AM Worship: In-Per- 10:00 AM SON @ GUMC
son & Livestream 5:00 PM Pastor's Office
hours
6:00 PM Praise Band
7:15 PM Book Club
Eastern Time Time Zone Page 1/1
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OUR MISSION
We are anchored in faith and saved by God’s grace. Led by the Holy Spirit, it is
our purpose to invite all to know hope, love, and peace through Jesus Christ.

Pastor: Christie Beckmann
Choir Director: Karen Schweinfest
Organist: Dale Renner
Altar Care: Ruth Oehler
Prayer Chain: Carmen Hasdorff
Web Site: Pastor Christie

Jerry Ivins
Facebook: Mary Bryant
Kitchen Manager Karen Schneider
HOPE HERALD STAFF:
Worship Assistants: Nan Davis

Jerry Ivins

Ruth Oehler
Editor: Joy Ivins
Clip Art: Jerry Ivins
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