
         

CLEANING UP THE CHURCH LANDSCAPE
We  will  have  2  work  Saturdays  in 
addition to anyone coming up during 
the  week  to  work.  The  Saturdays 
are April  27th and May 4th and any 
time you come up during the week. 
I will have a signup sheet and please 
let  me know (on the  sheet  or  by  email)  What  work 
you have done. I appreciate everyone's help making 
our church look beautiful and welcoming.

       Carmen Hasdorff, Property Chair.

CALLING ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF HOPE
We are  hosting  a  Strategic  Plan  Congregation  Input 

Session on April 7 from 1:00 p.m. 
until  2:30  p.m.  at  church.  This 
session  is  a  vital  and  important 
conversation  in  the  process  and 

we need your input. We look forward to seeing you 
there!  Sue Millard, President

NURSERY ATTENDANT WANTED
Hope  is  is  need  of  a  replacement 
nursery  attendant  during  our  church 
worship.  The  hours  are  9:45  to  11:15 
am.  The  pay  is  $15  per  hour  paid 
monthly. The person hired would need a background 
check  and  be  at  least  18  years  of  age.  For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a c t J o y I v i n s @ 
joyceivins@icloud.com or 513-702-1962.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SET
A  special  congregation  meeting  is  scheduled  on 

April 14, 2024 right after the service with 
an  agenda  to  approve  the  “Stewardship 
for all Seasons” program.

 Sue Millard, President

CALLING ALL GRADUATES!
Hope  would  like  to  include  all  graduates  in  our 
newsletter.  If  you  re  graduating,  please  send 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o 
joyceivins@icloud.com

BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays 1 p.m. beginning April 
25
Hope’s  Bible  Study  group  has 
finished our study on prayer, and just concluded our 
study  of  the  book,  Before  Amen  by  Max  Lucado. 
Bible Study will  be taking a short break, and we will 
begin meeting again on April  25. Bible study meets 
Thursdays at 1p.m., and is available on zoom as well 
as  in-person.   Contact  Pastor  Christie  if  you  have 
any questions or  are interested in joining via  zoom. 
We  hope  that  you  will  consider  joining  us  for  fun, 
fellowship, and sharing God’s word together!

     Pr. Christie

FIRST COMMUNION OPPORTUNITY
Calling  all  parents/grandparents  of  children  in  the 
first  grade  or  older  who  have  not  yet  taken  their 

First  Communion.  If  you  would  like  to 
have your child(ren) participate in First 
Communion  classes  this  winter  or 
spring,  please  reach  out  to  me  and  let 

me know. Thanks! – Pastor Christie 
       (317) 828-5949 pastor@hopeonbluerock.org

GET CONNECTED TO HOPE!
Ever  want  more  information  about 
what  is  happening  at  Hope?  There  are 
many  ways  to  get  connected  to 
Hope’s  activities.  Check  us  out  on  Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/hopeonbluerock  -  and 
be  sure  to  like  us  and  check  in!  Also  check  Hope’s 
website  regularly  https://www.hopeonbluerock.org 
for information on events, ways to make donations, 
a  handy  up-to-date  Google  calendar,  photo  albums, 
and much more! Pastor Christie

Hope Lutheran Church has Inspired 
Worship every Sunday morning at 
10 am. - in person and online @ 
www.hopeonbluerock.org   Click on Facebook or 
Youtube at the bottom of the home page. 

All persons are invited to attend. 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PR. CHRISTIE’S CORNER
A-Z’s of gratitude
Our  Bible  Study  group  has 
recently  finished  our  study  on 
prayer,  which  concluded  with 
Max Lucado’s book,  Before Amen. 
In  one  of  the  chapters  of  the 
book,  Lucado  emphasizes  the 
importance of gratitude by listing 
an  A-Z  list  of  things  for  which  he  is  grateful.  Our 
Bible  Study  group  put  together  our  own  A-Z,  and 
here  are  some  of  the  things  for  which  we  are 
grateful:
A – Angels R – Resurrection
B –Blessings S – (Holy) Spirit
C – Cats T – Thunder
D – Dogs U – Understanding
E –Exercise V – Virtue
F – Friends W – Worship
G – Grace X – Xavier (X’s were
H –HOPE!       a little challenging!) 
I – Ice Cream Y   Youth
J – Jesus Z – Zoom
K – Kisses
L – Love
M – Miracles
N –Neighbors
O – Oceans
P – Prayer
Q – Quiet

During your prayer time this month, we invite you 
to create your own list of A-Z items and people for 
which you are grateful. 
As  we  now  celebrate  Easter  together,  let  us  give 
thanks  for  the  greatest  gift  of  all  –  the  death  and 
resurrection of Jesus!
Blessings,
Pastor Christie (and Hope’s Bible Study group)

HOPE’S NEWEST CONFIRMANDS
All  of  our  confirmation  students  worked  so  hard  learning 
about  the  Bible  and  the  church  during  our  two  years 
together. I am incredibly proud of the work they did, and I 
was proud to confirm all four of them on Feb. 25.
We  were  all  a  little  sad  that  Xander Hermann  forgot  to 
bring  his  faith  statement  with  him  that  day,  perhaps 
Xander  most  of  all!  He  wanted  to  share  his  faith 
statement  with  you  here  with  Emma Sheppard.  I  am  so 
proud of each of our newest confirmed members of Hope!

        Pr. Christie
At the top of the right column are the confirmands of 
February 25. With Pr. Christie: are Adam Williams, Rachel 
Williams, Pastor Christie, Emma Sheppard and Xander 
Hermann. 

Note:the beautifully decorated and delicious cookies and cake 
were lovingly baked by Kara Williams. 

2 Chronicles 15:7. "But as for you, be strong and do not give up, 
for your work will be rewarded.”
I  think  that  this  bible  verse  means  alot  because  I  think  that 
people who are patient and keep with what they are good at can 
be gifted for the fruit of their labor. Hard work will be rewarded 
and  people  work to  do  what  they  love,  they  will  achieve  their 
greatness.  I  always  work  hard  to  strive  to  do  something  better 
and train relentlessly to do it.
About  6  months  ago,  I  did  not  know  how  to  do  a  backflip  but  I 
kept  working  towards  it  and  over  that  6  month  time  period  I 
finally landed my first backflip.
I also have been training for track everyday. I work very hard and 
pray that I have the strength to finish the long distance races. I 
have not won a race yet but I will keep working hard.
I have also needed strength to join the fire cadet program. This is 
my  second  year  and  the  training  has  been  hard  mentally  and 
physically. I hope to keep training the next 2 years in firefighting 
at Butler Tech and pray that I get accepted into the program.
I  believe  that  faith  comes  from  God  and  if  you  work  towards 
something you will get there but also trust that God is there with 
you.   Xander Hermann

@ Samuel 22:33 “It is God who arms me with strength and keeps 
my way secure.” 
There  has  been  many  times  I  need  God  in  my  life.  I  chose  this 
verse because I have struggled with anxiety for a long time and it 
took  me  a  while  to  realize  that  God  is  always  there  with  me, 
pushing  me through it.I’ll  be  in  my head a  lot  and God is  always 
there  to  remind  me  that  it’s  ok   and  I  don’t  need  worry.  Going 
back to my scripture, God gives all of us strength every day and 
he  is  always  guiding  us.  He  has  a  plan  for  all  of  us.  I  used  o 
wonder  all  the  time  why  me.  Why is  God  putting  me through  all 
of  this  worrying  and  fear  every  day?  I  hated  it,  but  I  realized  I 
can’t be hung up on the bad times and I focus on the good. I like 
to think that God thinks I can handle a little challenge=and if not 
he’s there for me.  I am very grateful for the Lord. Even today as 
I  was  nervous  and  scared  he  was  there  for  me  and  remember 
he’s always there for you too.

Emma Sheppard  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APRIL THANK YOUS AND NEWS
On March 17, we had a special “Pot of Gold for Love 
Packages”  collection  to  help  Love  Packages 
purchase  Bibles,  which  are  always  needed  around 
the world.
Two  of  our  young  members  Cora Leppert and her 
friend, Emmy,  (4th  grade  girls  with  tender  hearts), 
took  it  upon  themselves  to  greet  members  after 
worship  and  ask  for  donations.  They  also  collected 
money  from  their  neighbors!  In  all  they  received 
$216. 35.

Additional  gifts  from  members  brought  our  total 
collected to $193.35 We continue to pray for Love 
Packages,  their  staff  and  the  people  around  the 
world  who  are  blessed  by  the  materials  that  this 
compassion  -  sharing  organization  gives.  Our 
donations  will  help  to  purchase  some  reasonably 
priced Bibles. God bless you for giving. 

     The Generosity Committee
An additional thank you for Love packages:
FANTASTIC.  SAYS A LOT OF WHO THE HOPE FOLKS 
ARE, THEIR LOVE FOR THE MINISTRY AND THEIR 
LOVE FOR JESUS. THANK YOU FOR BEING SO KIND.

      Thank you from Wayne and Ruth Thomas

Dear Hope Lutheran,
I  personally  want  to  thank  you  so  much  for  your 
continued  generous  donations  to  SON  Ministries.  I 
feel  very  blessed  with  your  consistent  support,  not 
only  in  food,  but  your  members  who  volunteer 
weekly  to  help  with  our  mission  in  serving  our 
neighbors. With heartfelt thanks, Jo Dossenback

Thank you to Gretchen Dille  who  keeps  the 
children’s busy bags at Hope updated.

 

Thank you to all who brought snacks for Griefshare.
Our  Griefshare  meetings  have  been  a  special  time 
for  us  to  connect  with  Hope  members  and  people 
from the community who are grieving a loss. Those 
of  you  who  brought  snacks  and  drinks  have  helped 
us  to  show  Hope’s  wonderful  hospitality  to  others.  
We now have plenty of snacks to get us through to 
our ending date on April 22. Thank you! Pr. Christie

********
ARTICLES FOR THE MAY ISSUE 

OF THE HOPE HERALD ARE REQUESTED BY 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST

ARTICLES MAY BE EMAILED TO
        joyceivins@icloud.com or anytime before that date.

CELEBRATING 5 YEARS OF MINISTRY

On  March  3rd  during  the  morning  announcements, 
Hope  surprised  Pastor Christie  celebrating  5  years 
as  an  ordained  Pastor.  She  was  given  her  favorite 
Caramello  bars  and  a 
bracelet  of  a  mountain 
and  musta rd  seed . 
Flowers  decorated  the 

a l t a r 
f r o m 
H o p e 
a n d 
her  dear  mother,  Susie Seacott, 
who was unable to join us for the 
festivities,  and  a  video  from  Pr. 
Kathi Boland, friend of Pastor and 
Hope.  After  the  service,  those 

attending  enjoyed  the  delicious  cake  decorated  in 
her honor.

Thank you for a special 5-year celebration!
Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  organized  and  supported 
the  surprise  gifts,  cards,  videos,  reception,  and  so 
much  more  for  the  anniversary  of  my  5  years  at 
Hope.  I am so thankful for all of you, and incredibly 
grateful  every  day  that  God  has  called  me  to  be 
your pastor!  Pr. Christie

AWESOME APRIL BIRTHDAY
1 Judi Wendel      19 Angie Brown
2 Joseph Monroe  Bob Kelbley
5 Zoey Beagle Miranda Kless
6 Janet Freland        Ed McMasters      

Tim Bessey      21 Olivia Byrne
8 Claire McMasters      22 Lucinda Hardin
10 Amanda Rinear      23       Cade Leppert  
11 Anthony Cowan      24       George Phillips, Sr
13 George Albright      27       Phil Hollingsworth
 15 Richie Abbott      28      John Wendel

Tyler Arany      29      Ruth Williams
Valerie Schneider

16 Finn Abbott .
Sara Beagle        
Barb Mack      

17 Becky Lister  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MORE NEWS FOR YOU
CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE GRADUATES
Jason Carl Fetterman, Jr. ,son of Jason and April 
Fetterman and grandson of 
Sue and Bob Kelbley. He 
graduates  on  May  24, 
2024, from Max S. Hayes 
and  works  as  a  cook  at 
Kimpton  Schofield  in 
Downtown Cleveland.

Jacob Fetterman, son of Joe Fetterman & stepmom 
-Kanyarat Fetterman and 
grandson of Sue and 
B o b K e l b l e y .  H e 
graduates  on  5/29/24 
from  Academy  for  the 
A r t s ,  S c i e n c e  & 
T e c h n o l o g y  a n d 
attending  college  at 
Clemson  University  in 

South Carolina majoring in Computer Science. 

Austin Kelbley, son of Eric Kelbley and Ashley 
Allegree and grandson of Sue 
and Bob Kelbley. 
He  graduates  on  5/26/24  from 
C i n c i n n a t i 
C h r i s t i a n 
S c h o o l  a n d 
p l a n s  o n 
attending  the 
University  of 
O k l a h o m a 
m a j o r i n g  i n 

Nutritional  Science.  He  is  also  an 
Eagle Scout for Troop 640. .His Court of Honor is at 
Hope on April 19.
Joseph E. Fetterman, son of 
Sue Kelbley and step-dad 
Bob Kelbley. He  graduates 
on  May  11,  2024,  from 
Oklahoma  City  University 
School  of  Law  with  a  Juris 
Doctorate  Degree  (Law 
Degree).
(Pictures and info from the 
very proud grandmother 
and mother, Sue Kelbley.)

WOMEN HELPING OTHERS AND 
OURSELVES
The  group  will  meet  again  on  April  25th 
at  6  pm  to  finalize  plans  for  a  baby 
shower  for  Kate’s  Closet.  All  women  ate 
invited to bring a light meal and attend.

OFFERING ENVELOPES AND ONLINE GIVING
Need a box of offering envelopes for the new year? 

The  boxes  are  now  available  on  the 
counter  in  the  Narthex.  Please  take  a 
box if you need one. If you prefer online 
giving,  check  out  Hope’s  website  at 

finance@hopeonbluerock.org for information on how 
to  set  up  reoccurring  gifts,  make  honorary  or 
memorial donations, and more!

 Generosity Committee

SON MINISTRIES
D u r i n g  F e b r u a r y  S O N 
distributed  food  to  184 
families which represents 417 
adults  and  237 children  for  a 
grand total of 654 persons.

In the Narthex bins at Hope marked SON, we collect food 
and personal care items plus paper grocery and plastic 
bags for distribution.
For the month of April we are asking for donations of 
canned chicken and tuna.

BIBLE

B asic
I nstructions
B before
L eaving 
E arth

          written by Greg Laurie  93.7 FM
Contributed by Judi Wendel

A CHUCKLE OR TWO
One of the funniest people I have ever met were my 

supervisors  at  the  Christian  retreat 
center.  Sometimes  they  were  funny 
without  even  realizing  it.  One  day,  a 
supervisor  left  a  box  of  donuts  in  the 
break room with a sign:  “Happy National 

Donut Day! Be blessed by these Angle Halos.” 
         Christianity .com

“Text While Driving If You Want to Meet Him” — 
Stonebridge Baptist Church 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DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR “BOOK 
NOOK”
FOR ALL ADULTS 

The Book Nook now has a 
s e c o n d b o o k c a s e f o r t h e 
growing number of books.  
There  are  numerous  categories 
of books available for loan in the 
“Book  Nook”  located  inside  the 
left  door  of  the  Fellowship  Hall. 

There  are  also  books  that  men  might  find 
interesting.  Be  sure  to  check  them  out  for  a  little 
relaxing quiet time!

MAKE SOMEONE’S DAY BETTER!
All  occasion  cards  are  available  for  many 
different  holidays  and  situations  to  show 
the friend or family member you care. The 
card assortment was moved to the coatroom above 
the mailboxes.  And  the  beautiful  prayer  shawls  in 
the  Narthex/Lobby,  so  loving  made,  are  ready  to 
put a warm smile on someone’s face.

GET CONNECTED TO HOPE!
Ever  want  more  information  about  what  is 
happening  at  Hope?  There  are  many  ways  to  get 
connected  to  Hope’s  activities.  Check  us  out  on 
F a c e b o o k  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

hopeonbluerock  -  and  be  sure  to  like 
us  and  check  in!  Also  check  Hope’s 
w e b s i t e  r e g u l a r l y  h t t p s : / /

www.hopeonbluerock.org for information on events, 
ways to make donations, a handy up-to-date Google 
calendar, photo albums, and much more!
Pastor Christie

HOPE’S NURSERY IS OPEN 
Don’t  forget  that  Kayla Terbrueggen  is 
available  during  worship  to  care  for 
Hope's  youngest  children  if  parents  wish  to  take 
advantage  of  her  services.  It  is  a  safe  place  with 
toys and activity.

A CHUCKLE FOR YOU
Why wasn’t Boaz a nice man before he got married?

  

He was Ruth-less.

A man gets on an airplane and sees a nun 
praying. He asks, “Are you afraid of  flying?” She 
replies, “No, I am afraid of crashing.”

What did Moses say when he came down from the 
mountain and saw the Israelites worshiping the golden 
calf? Holy Cow!

HOPE NAME TAGS
As  we  continue  to  welcome  new 
visitors each week, all Hope members 
and  regulars  are  encouraged  to  once 
again  begin  wearing  their  name  tags. 
Your  name  tag  should  be  in  your 
mailbox  in  the  Hope  narthex,  and  if  you  are  unable 
to  find  i t ,  p lease  contact  Mary Bryant 
mabryant@cinci.rr.com  and a new one will be made 
for you.   Outreach Team

A WAKEUP CALL
God — let me be aware. 
Let me not stumble blindly down the ways, 
Just getting somehow safely through the days, 
Not even groping for another hand, 
Not even wondering why it all was planned, 
Eyes to the ground unseeking for the light, 
Soul never aching for a wild-winged flight, 
Please, keep me eager just to do my share. 
God — let me be aware.


God — let me be aware. 
Stab my soul fiercely with others’ 
pain, 
Let me walk seeing horror and 
stain. 
Let my hands, groping, find other hands. 
Give me the heart that divines, understands. 
Give me the courage, wounded, to fight. 
Flood me with knowledge, drench me in light. 
Please — keep me eager just to do my share. 
God — let me be aware.  —	 	 Stan Purdum


HARRISON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
FUNDRAISER 
Meade & Cheese with the Bard  
April 19, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.  
Broadway Commons (803 E. Broadway, 
Harrison) 
  

Come  out  and  support  Pastor  Christie  and  several 
members  of  Harrison  Voce  for  a  fun  evening  of 
Shakespeare and song, to benefit Harrison Center for the 
Arts.  Pastor  Christie  will  be  performing  in  a  scene  from 
The  Merchant  of  Venice,  and  many  other  singers  from 
Harrison  Voce  will  perform  scenes  and  songs  for  the 
event. For more information and to purchase tickets visit 
https://www.harrisoncenterforthearts.org/mead-and-
cheese-tickets         Pr. Christie

You can’t control the behavior of others, but 
you can always choose how you respond to 
it. written by Ray T. Bennett
contributed by Jeanne Fuller 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HOPE’S BOTTOM LINE 

February 2024
General Fund
Total MONTH YTD
Beginning Balance $    7,213.00 $     3,462.44
Revenues $  24,757.90 $   46,228.90
Expenses $  15,380.36  $     38,149.80
Transfers In $         12.00 $     5,111.00
Transfers Out $  16,602.54 $   16,602.54
Memorial Fund 
Beginning Balance         $. 1083.82 $   6,033.78
Transfers In $         0.00 $        50.00
Interest Income $           .01 $           .05
Transfers Out $       12.00 $  5,012.00
Total $  1,071.83 $   1,071.83
Wilma Hoffman Fund
Beginning Balance $   1,697.14 $   2,006.93 
Deposit $          0.00 $          0.00
Interest Income $            .54 $            .71
Disbursements $          0.00 $      309.96
Ending Balance $   1,697.68 $   1,697.68
Mission Building Fund
Beginning Balance $    4,400.80 $     4,400.43
Revenue $           0.00 $            0.00
Interest Income $           1.41 $            1.78
Disbursements $           0.00 $            0.00
Ending Balance $    4,402.21 $     4,402.21 
Capital One CD
Beginning Balance $  54,992.54 $   54,772.24
Deposit $           0.00 $            0.00
Interest Income $       221.03 $        441.33
Disbursements $           0.00 $           0.00
Ending Balance $  55,213.57 $   55,213.57	
	              Chris Arany, Treasurer

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
March 14, 2024 
✦Ron Long, Financial Secretary: 
He  reported  a  $11,475  memorial  donation  was 
given,  and  some  donated  stock  shares  were  sold 
for $22,743.11. 
✦Chris Arany, Treasurer:  Our  monthly  income 
exceeded  our  expenses.  The  CD  matures  on  July 
24, 2024.

Lana Albright, Spiritual Life:  Hope  will  sponsor  a 
Nation Day of Prayer Vigil on May 2. A set of wind 
chimes  is  given  to  the  family  of  Hope’s  deceased 
members after the funeral. 

Joy Ivins, Worship/Music: Lenten  services  are 
going  well.  The  “Celebrating  5  Years  of  Ministry” 
caught  pastor  off  guard.  June  23  will  be  our 
annual  outdoor  service  in  the  Meditation  Garden. 
Kayla Terbrueggen  would  like  to  resign  from  her 

position  of  nursery  attendant.  We  will  be  seeking  
a replacement.
✦Outreach:Pastor  is  preparing  an  informational 
series  to  acquaint  prospective  members  about 
Hope.
✦Erica Leppert, Christian Ed: The  children  will 
make centerpieces for the Easter Breakfast Table. 
She  will  present  the  Children’s  Message  on  Palm 
Sunday.
✦ Bonnie Long, Generosity: They  are  collecting 
money for Love Packages. Ron Long discussed a 2 
year synod program “Stewardship for All Seasons” 
at a cost of $2000 a year to generate donations. 
Council  moved  to  schedule  a  Congregational 
Meeting  on  April  14  to  discuss  and  vote  on  the 
program.
✦Karen Schweinfest, Fellowship:  The  Easter 
Breakfast  will  be  prepared  by  the  Byrne  Family 
with a sign up in the Narthex.
✦Jerry Ivins, Digital Ministry: There was a  meeting 
with  Colerain  Township  about  the  sign  permit. 
When granted, payment for the sign will be due.
✦Pastor Christie:The  Griefshare  program  is  going 
well.  No  youth  are  planning  to  go  to  the  ELCA 
Youth Gathering this summer. 
✦Sue Millard, President:  The  congregation  is 
invited  to  attend  the  Strategic  Planning  Meeting 
on April 7 at 1 pm.
✦Yellow  Brick  Road  Child  Care  asked  to  rent  a 
classroom  for  the  summer.  Council  voted  to 
request $300 for the additional room.
✦The next meeting will be 4/11 at 7:30 pm by Zoom.
From the minutes of Alita Simpson, Council 
Secretary
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 HOPE DIRECTORY APP
FOR YOUR COMPUTER OR PHONE Directions 
are  on  the  church  counter  or  check  for 
Instant Church Directory. 
*Changes are continuously made. New 
pictures are requested. If you have changed 
your email address, you will need to re-enroll. It will not 
recognize the new email address for confidentiality 
purposes. 
Please contact Jerry Ivins for any changes.

KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM
 1.Visit KrogerCommunityRewards.com
 

  2.  Sign  in  to  your  online  account,  or 
create an account.

  3.  Find  and  select  Hope  Lutheran 
and click “Enroll.”

Hope’s 5 digit number is 80286. Please join today!
Hope received $89.51 from Kroger awards.

HOPE’S CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION
To donate to Hope: Checks  may  be  mailed  to  4695  Blue  Rock 
Road,  Cincinnati, OH 45247 or brought to church.
 

Digital donations may be submitted at
www.hopeonbluerock.org   Click  on  “Giving” 
and  then  click  on  “Online  Giving”  and  choose 
how you wish to donate - either by ChurchTrac or PayPal.  
For questions email Ron Long at 

finance@hopeonbluerock.org

YELLOW BRICK ROAD CHILD CARE
We are proud of Kayla Willey’s 2 Star award rating 

for her child care facility!

Need  childcare?  Call  513-601-2596  or  send  an 
email to the address below:
yellowbrickroadchildcare@gmail.com

PRAYER CHAIN INSTRUCTIONS
To  submit  a  prayer  chain  request:   Complete  this 
online  form  https://www.hopeonbluerock.org/prayer-
requests/, or send an email to prayer@hopeonbluerock.org, 
or  ca l l  Pas to r  Ch r i s t i e 
317-828-5949 (cell) 
513-923-3370 (church office) 

Interested in receiving prayer chain emails? 
Email  prayer@hopeonbluerock.org  with  your  contact 
information, and we will get you added to the list. 

DON’T FORGET OUR NARTHEX BINS! 
-Used toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes and floss 
containers for UC Dental 
-Food and personal care donations for SON Ministries 
-Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House 
-Rel igious materials for Love 
Packages 
-Pill bottles that are cleaned and 
without labels
-Eye glasses for the Lyon’s Club
-New or gently used Books for Side-
by-Side Ministry
-Men’s & Women’s Clothing for Franciscan Sisters of the 
Poor

A LOVE-FILLED VICTORY
It’s tough to read about Jesus’ agony on the cross, where he 
felt “forsaken” by God (see Matthew 27:46). But as Philip 
Yancey explains in Where Is God When It Hurts? the Father 
didn’t desert Jesus — and doesn’t desert us:


“God was not ‘up there’ watching the 
tragic events conspire ‘down here.’ 
God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world to himself,” he writes. “If Jesus 
was a mere man, his death would 
prove God’s cruelty; the fact that he 
was God’s Son proves instead that 
God fully identifies with suffering 
humanity. On the cross, God himself 
absorbed the awful pain of this world.


“To some, the image of a pale body glimmering on a dark night 
whispers of defeat,” Yancey continues. “But another sound 
can be heard: the shout of a God crying out to human beings, 
‘I LOVE YOU.’ Love was compressed for all history in that 
lonely figure on the cross, who said that he could call down 
angels at any moment on a rescue mission, but chose not to — 
because of us.”


He concludes: “Any discussion of how pain and suffering fit 
into God’s scheme ultimately leads back to the cross.”
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son & Livestream

1
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:00 PM Griefshare Support 
Group
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3
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4:30 PM SON @ GMC

4

1:00 PM NO Bible Study
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1:00 PM All-Congregation 
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SON CLOSED
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Hours
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Hours
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7:30 PM Council Meeting 
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Hall rental - Haver
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