1 The Bope Berald

Hope Lutheran Church Newsletter

www.hopeonbluerock.org

June 2024

STEWARDSHIP FOR ALL SEASONS

On Thursday, May 23, 2024, four members from
our Stewardship Committee
participated in a zoom meeting with
our Cohort members and Jenny Wolf
Smith one of our stewardship
consultants. The Cohort consists of
other churches in our Synod in the
program, with some in the second

year. We could instantly see the benefit of being

part of the Cohort.

In this first meeting we were introduced to
Basecamp.org. This basecamp will be our way to
communicate with our consultant, to access
program materials, and to post information about
our own plans and progress in implementing the
“Stewardship Program for All Seasons.”

We will begin by establishing a Fall Appeal timeline.
We will use the summer months to plan how to
implement good fund-raising principles in the
appeal. This will involve Pastor, Council, and special
committees such as The Vitality committee. Many
of you will be asked to share your special talents.
Please pray and be ready to be involved.

Our purpose is to help all individuals to live and give
generously!

Ron Long for Your Generosity Committee

NURSERY ATTENDANT

As of this newsletter, Raegan

Beneker, a senior at Ross High School

this fall, has volunteered to handle

the nursery this summer. She is available on June
2nd and 30th. Future dates will vary as her schedule
allows.

Hope Lutheran Chuwch has Inspived Worship
every Sunday morning at 10 am. - v persovw
and online @ www.hopeonbluerock.org Click o
Facebook or Youtube at the bottowm of the home
page. AU persons are inwited to-attend:

OUTDOOR SUMMER SERVICE

Sunday, June 23 at 10 am

It is nearly time to celebrate God’s

wondrous creation in the great

outdoors of Hope’s Meditation

Garden. The service is always a full

of unexpected events while we bask in the sunshine
and breathe in the fresh air. Visitors and friends are
always welcome to participate in our worship
services.

Don’t’ forget to bring your lawn chair and join in he
festivities!!

BABY SHOWER FOR KATE’S CUPBOARD
WHOO(Women Helping Others and Ourselves) is
sponsoring a baby shower to benefit
Kate’s Cupboard housed in Mt.
Healthy’s Trinity Lutheran Church.
The chosen date is Saturday, June
29, from 1:30- 3:00 pm. All women are
invited to sign up in the Narthex and
attend. Bring a gift donation or a
check payable to Trinity Lutheran Church with
Kate’s Cupboard in the memo line. There will be
games and prizes as well. as food to enjoy.

See list of suggested items to purchase on page 4
or pick up a list on the counter at Hope when you
sign up to come. Invite your friends, too. It should
be really fun event!

DONT’ FORGET FLAG DAY ON JUNE 14TH!!
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PR. CHRISTIE’S CORNER

Summer Sermon Series

The Lord’s Prayer
[Jesus] was praying in
a certain place, and
after he had finished,
one of his disciples
said to him, “Lord,
teach us to pray, as
John taught his
disciples.” — Luke 11:1 (NRSVUE)

Recently, Hope’s Bible Study group read a book
called The Lord’s Prayer: The Meaning and Power of
the Prayer Jesus Taught” by Adam Hamilton. This
book and our study of it gave me many new
perspectives on The Lord’s Prayer, and it made me
think about our own practices of the Lord’s Prayer.
We pray this
prayer during
worship every
week - some of
us may pray
more frequently
- and yet we
rarely talk about
what the prayer
means to us.
Therefore, this
summer, | will be preaching a sermon series on the
Lord’s Prayer. | will be sharing some of the
perspectives of Adam Hamilton, as well as my own
insights and those from some other authors, and |
will invite you all to think about your own
perspectives as well. Here are the topics we will
cover each week, and a few of my preliminary
insights about each one:

June 2: Our Father Who Art in Heaven — For the first
week, we will talk about the Lord’s Prayer as a
whole and about God as creator. We will also
investigate what it means to talk about God as
Father, and our own responsibilities as parents and
as those who care for God’s creation.

June 9: Hallowed Be Thy Name — When we pray
“Hallowed be thy name,” how often do we think
about what it means for God’s name to be
“hallowed” or holy? Do we actively strive to make
God’s name holy through our words and our
actions?

June 16: Thy Will Be Done — In our culture, it can be
easy for us to focus on “MY” will be done, rather
than on God’s will. How can we work on setting our
own will aside sometimes to make space for God’s
will in our lives, and how do we discern what is
God’s will?

June 30: Our Daily Bread — Scripture tells us “One
does not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4,
based on Deut. 8:2-6). Do we truly trust that God
can supply our every need? What would it look like
to live more fully into that faith, and to “let go and
let God” more often in our lives?

July 7: Forgive Us Our Trespasses - We pray for
God to forgive us every week, not just in the Lord’s
prayer, but in the Confession & Forgiveness at the
beginning of worship. Maybe we even ask God to
forgive us multiple times throughout our day or
week. But, do we truly believe that God forgives us
our sins? Do we practice owning up to our sins and
asking others to forgive us? And, are we able to
forgive ourselves?

July 21: As We Forgive Those Who Trespass Against
Us — Once we’ve asked God and others to forgive
us, and as we begin practicing forgiveness of
ourselves, we must think about our forgiveness of
others. Does this line of the prayer truly mean that
we are asking God to forgive us in the same way
that we forgive others? How can we work on
forgiving others and still maintain some boundaries
to keep others from continuing to hurt us?

July 28: Lead Us, Not Into Temptation — Have you
ever thought about putting a comma after “Lead
us”? It gives us a whole new meaning to that line.
What if we are asking God to lead us and guide us in
everything we do, to help us to avoid temptation,
nd to protect us from harm?

August 4: For Thine is the Kingdom, Power & Glory
— There is great comfort in thinking about God’s
kingdom coming to earth, not just at the end times,
but right here and now. What does that look like,
and how does God call us to be leaders of bringing
God’s kingdom, power, and glory to our world?

| look forward to exploring these topics with you,
and | hope that you all have a blessed and safe
summer.

In Christ’s peace, Pastor Christie



JUNE THANK YOUS AND NEWS HOPE’S STARS OF VOCE

Congratulations to Hope’s runners and walker who Several members of Hope joined their voices with

participated in the Flying Pig Marathon on May 4. many others at the concert of the Harrison
community vocal group on May 19.

On the left is bass
Phil Hollingsworth
who appears to be
trying to imitate

an old man.
Debbie Schrader (on the right),
marathon. tenor Lucinda
Sara Beagle HarduT in cﬁsgwse
(left)and Joe sneaking into a
Terbrueggen male group song.

(right)ran the
entire 26.2 mile
marathon.

Our dear Pastor Christie is sweetly
Way to go!! So proud of their accomplishments!! singing alto on the right.

TWO STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT.
Austin Kelbley received his Eagle Scout of Honor
Award at Hope on May 19 with many

adults and youth

honoring him.

Note the table

featuring many of

his awards over

And then there
is Ray Davis,
who is like the
energizer bunny,
and keeps on
singing.

the years. , )
Hope’s own music
director, Karen
At the recent honors night at Colerain High School Schweinfest, is also
senior Jake Byrne received a great many honors. director of Voce. Here
- Student of the week nominee for the Cincinnati Enquirer she is putting the

- Louis Armstrong Jazz Award

- Most instrumentality talented male senior superlative group through their

- Colerain Century Scholarship paces before the

- UC Cincinnatus Century Scholarship concert.

- UC Students and STEM Scholarship

- Accepted into UC's living learning community And a wonderful time was had by all who attended!

- Member of Colerain's national honor society
chapter for three years (inducted freshmen

year) Thank you to the Benekers for updating the Hope

- Colerain Drumline Section Leader for two years church S|gn!

- Student Leader of the Show Cards Band for a Fhkdkk ko

year ARTICLES FOR THE JULY ISSUE

- Ohio Governor Merit Scholarship OF THE HOPE HERALD ARE REQUESTED BY
- Straight A award 2023-2024 SUNDAY, JUNE 23RD

- Perfect Attendance award 1st quarter 2023 -2024 ARTICLES MAY BE EMAILED TO

joyceivins@icloud.com or anytime before that date.
We proudly spotlight these fine young men!


mailto:joyceivins@icloud.com

The next meeting of this women’s
group is scheduled for a night out on
June 27 at 6 pm for dinner at
Kreimer’s Bier Haus on Route 128 in
Cleves. They will be finalizing their
plans for the baby shower for Kate’s
Cupboard on June 29.

Here is the additional information for suggested
gifts noted on page 1 of this newsletter.

JUBILANT JUNE BIRTHDAYS

6 Jen Byrne 29 Kayla Terbrueggen
Kristina Cowan 30 Zoey Gabbard
9 Joy lvins

10 Hannah Tolle

14 Kaelyn Kidd

23 Danny Ficke
Carol Pott

28 Dylan Sheppard

Let the improvement of yourself keep you

so busy that you have no time to criticize

others. Roy T. Bennett
contributed by Jeanne Fuller

SON MINISTRIES

During March SON distributed

food to 171 families which

represents 408 adults and 211

children for a grand total of 619

persons.

In the Narthex bins at Hope marked SON, we collect food and

personal care items plus paper grocery and plastic bags for
distribution.

BIBLE STUDY

An Altar in the World

Thursdays 1 p.m.

Hope’s Bible Study group is

beginning a series on the book An Altar in the World
by Barbara Brown Taylor. Taylor is a best-selling
author, seminary professor, and Episcopal priest.
This book explores Taylor’s journey as she shares
how she learned to find God beyond church walls by
embracing the sacred as a natural part of everyday
life. By sharing her stories, she shows us how to
discover altars everywhere we go and in nearly
everything we do, as we learn to live with purpose,
pay attention, slow down, and revere the world we
live in.

Bible study meets Thursdays at 1p.m., and is
available on zoom as well as in-person. Contact
Pastor Christie if you have any questions, are
interested in joining via zoom, or would be
interested in a study series that meets a different
time. Join us for fun, fellowship, and sharing God’s
word together! Pr. Christie

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND,

SON Ministries hopes this finds all of you well and
ready to celebrate the holiday with family and
friends.

We appreciate all your kind donations that have
been coming in to help our fellow neighbors in need.
In June, we could use canned beef stew (15 0z) and
regular size toothpaste please. As you may know,
we offer toiletries - deodorant, soap, shampoo,
toothpaste and toothbrushes quarterly. Smaller
sized toiletries are offered to all our homeless
clients due to being able to carry their food and
personal items.

Thank you for being such special partners!

Jo Dossenback, SON Ministries, President
513-385-1793



DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR “BOOK

NOOK”

FOR ALL ADULTS

The Book Nook now has a second bookcase for the
growing number of books.
There are numerous categories
of books available for loan in the
“Book Nook” located inside the
left door of the Fellowship Hall.
There are also books that men

might find interesting. Be sure to check them out

for a little relaxing quiet time!

MAKE SOMEONE’S DAY BETTER!
All occasion cards are available for
many different holidays and
situations to show the friend or
family member you care. The card
assortment was moved to the
coatroom above the mailboxes. And
the beautiful prayer shawls in the
Narthex/Lobby, so loving made, are
ready to put a warm smile on
someone’s face.

GET CONNECTED TO HOPE!

Ever want more information about what is
happening at Hope? There are
many ways to get connected to
Hope’s activities. Check us out on
Facebook https://
www.facebook.com/

hopeonbluerock - and be sure to like us and check

in! Also check Hope’s website regularly https://
www.hopeonbluerock.org for information on events,
ways to make donations, a handy up-to-date Google
calendar, photo albums, and much more!

Pastor Christie

HOPE NAME TAGS

As we continue to welcome new visitors each week,
all Hope members and regulars are
encouraged to once again begin
wearing their name tags. Your
name tag should be in your
mailbox in the Hope narthex, and if
you are unable to find it, please

contact Mary Bryant mabryant@cinci.rr.com and a

new one will be made for you.

Outreach Team

MONARCH
Christ the King Lutheran Church
June 8 from 10-2pm

Get FREE milkweed
and other native plants
that are best for your
yard

Learn more about the
Plant Give-Away

Participate in creative
kids' activities

Take a self-guided
garden tour of our
grounds

Check out the plant sale and exhibitor tents
Learn more about the Plant Sale

Grab a bite to eat from the Festival Grill and the
Street Pops cart

Listen to live music in the food tent

OFFERING ENVELOPES AND ONLINE GIVING
Need a box of offering envelopes for the new

year? The boxes are now available on the

counter in the Narthex. Please take a box if

you need one. If you prefer online giving,

check out Hope’s website at
hopeonbluerock.org and click on dropdown menu for
Generosity for information on how to set up reoccurring
gifts, make honorary or memorial donations, and more!
Generosity Committee

SOME HUMOR FOR YOU

There was a pastor of a church who loved to golf. whenever he
was not preparing a sermon or pastoring to the community, he
was golfing.

One Sunday morning he really feels the urge to go golfing, so

he gets one of his assistant pastors to take care of the sermon
and tells the assistant to inform the church
that he wasiill.

Well, the pastor drives off to a far off town so
he wont be recognized and starts golfing.. an
angel seeing all of this goes to God and
says, "God! do you not see this preacher? he
skipped out on Church to go GOLFING of all
things! i mean.. what are you going to do?”

God says, "Be patient, just go back and watch the pastor and
you will see.” The angel goes and watches the pastor as he
tees up on the next hole. The pastor hits the ball....... HOLE IN

The angel goes back to God and says, "l thought you were
going to punish him.. not reward him???" God answers,"Think
about it. Who's he gonna tell?"

superhaus
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HOPE’S BOTTOM LINE

April 2024

General Fund

Total MONTH YTD
Beginning Balance $ 30,117.60 $ 3,462.44
Revenues $ 9,399.05 $104,166.94
Expenses $ 32,203.47 $ 89,332.20
Transfers In $ 15,575.50 $ 21,366.50
Transfers Out $ 10,473.00 $ 27,248.00
Ending Balance $ 12,415.68 $. 12,415.68
Memorial Fund

Beginning Balance $17,784.84 $ 6,033.78
Transfers In $ e 0.00 $16,775.00
Interest Income $ .10 $ .16
Transfers Out $ 5,000.00 $ 10,024.00
Ending Balance $12,784.94 $ 17,784.94
Wilma Hoffman Fund

Beginning Balance $ 1,704.15 $ 2,006.93
Deposit $ 5,081.52 $ 5,081.52
Interest Income $ 6.29 $ 13.47
Disbursements $ 5,081.52 $ 5,391.48
Ending Balance $ 1,710.44 $ 1,710.44
Mission Building Fund

Beginning Balance $ 4,418.99 $ 4,400.43
Revenue $ 539148 $ 5,391.48
Interest Income $ 16.30 $ 34.86
Disbursements $ 539148 $ 5,391.48
Ending Balance $ 4,435.29 $ 4,435.29
Capital One CD

Beginning Balance $ 55,643.17 $ 54,772.24
Deposit $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Interest Income $ 222.76  $ 871.69
Disbursements $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Ending Balance $ 55,643.93 $ 55,643.93

Chris Arany, Treasurer

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

April 11, 2024

+Ron Long, Financial Secretary: Total receipts. For
April were $9522.74 plus interest on established
funds and the Capital CD.

+Chris Arany, Treasurer: he borrowed $15,782.96
from the Wilma Hoffman Fund, Mission Fund, and
the Memorial Fund to pay for the digital sign.

+Joy lvins, Worship/Music: Still no replacement for
nursery attendant. Possibly a teen volunteer. Our
Summer Outdoor Service will be in the Meditation
Garden on June 23.

+Lana Albright, Spiritual Life: The Red Book which
states the official membership of Hope will be
reviewed.

+Outreach: Hope T-shirts will be for sale soon. The
committee is planning a Hope Information Fair in

October.

+ Bonnie Long, Generosity: Ron Long discussed
the information and schedule for “Stewardship for
All Seasons.” There will be an orientation meeting
on June 17th at Hope open to everyone.

+Carmen Hasdorff, Property/Maintenance: Te
closest by the kitchen will be used to store paper
supplies.

+Jerry lvins, Digital Ministry: Most of the
necessary materials for the digital sign have been
purchased. Hopefully, it will be finished by the end
of June.

+Pastor Christie:The 13 week Griefshare program
is finished.

+Church attendance has been up 19% over 2023.
+The council voted to pay $650 for rent of a
member from the family Assistance Fund.

+Pastor is looking for volunteers to attend the
Synod Assembly in Beaver Creek on June 1st.
+Pastor will be on vacation May 20-27 and July
12-20. Substitute pastors have been scheduled to
lead the services.

+Sue Millard, President: The Strategic Planning
Committee met on April 27 to brainstorm ideas
with Pastor Christie and Pr. Matt Byrd.

+No changes were suggested for Chapters 14 and
15 of our Constitution.

+The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s
prayer.

*The next meeting will be in person on June 13 at
7 pm.

From the minutes of Joy Ivins for Alita Simpson,
Council Secretary



HOPE DIRECTORY APP
FOR YOUR COMPUTER OR PHONE Directions
are on the church counter or check for
Instant Church Directory.
*Changes are continuously made. New
pictures are requested. If you have changed
your email address, you will need to re-enroll. It will not

recognize the new email address for confidentiality
purposes.

Please contact Jerry lvins for any changes.

KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM
1.Visit KrogerCommunityRewards.com

2. Sign in to your online account, or
create an account.

3. Find and select Hope Lutheran
and click “Enroll.”
Hope’s 5 digit number is 80286. Please join today!
Hope received $89.51 from Kroger awards.

HOPE’S CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION

To donate to Hope: Checks may be mailed to 4695 Blue Rock
Road, Cincinnati, OH 45247 or brought to church.

Digital donations may be submitted at
www.hopeonbluerock.org  Click on “Giving”

and then click on “Online Giving” and choose

how you wish to donate - either by ChurchTrac or PayPal.
For questions email Ron Long at

finance@hopeonbluerock.org

YELLOW BRICK ROAD CHILD CARE
We are proud of Kayla Willey’s 2 Star award rating

for her child care facility!

Need childcare? Call 513-601-2596 or send an
email to the address below:
yellowbrickroadchildcare@gmail.com

PRAYER CHAIN INSTRUCTIONS
To submit a prayer chain request: Complete this
online form https://www.hopeonbluerock.org/prayer-

requests/, or send an email to prayer@hopeonbluerock.org,
or call Pastor Christie

317-828-5949 (cell)

513-923-3370 (church office)

Interested in receiving prayer chain emails?

Email prayer@hopeonbluerock.org with your contact
information, and we will get you added to the list.

DON’T FORGET OUR NARTHEX BINS!

-Used toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes and floss
containers for UC Dental

-Food and personal care donations for SON Ministries
-Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House
-Religious materials for Love Packages

-Pill bottles that are cleaned and without
labels

-Eye glasses for the Lyon’s Club
-New or gently used Books for Side-by-Side Ministry

-Men’s & Women’s Clothing for Franciscan Sisters of the
Poor

REDEEMING ‘WASTED’ TIME

In Just Like Jesus, Max Lucado writes that the average
American spends a total of six months waiting at
stoplights, eight months opening junk mail, 18 months
looking for items we’ve lost and five years standing in
line. All the while, many of us grumble: “What a waste of
time! | could be doing something much more important!
Where are my keys?”

But Lucado suggests that we give these moments
to God. Rather than whispering to ourselves, we can
speak to God in prayer. “Simple phrases such as
‘Thank you, Father,” ‘Be sovereign in this hour, O
Lord,” “You are my resting place, Jesus’ can turn a
commute into a pilgrimage,” he writes. “You needn’t
leave your office or kneel in your kitchen. Just pray
where you are. Let the kitchen become a cathedral
or the classroom a chapel. Give God your whispering
thoughts.”

When we do this, “the common becomes
uncommon,” Lucado adds. What’s more, “wasted”
time becomes valuable; boring waits become

meditative; the lost — your time, if not also your keys —
is redeemed.
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I Hope Calendar
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1
Synod Assembly - Beavercreek

= 10:00AM OUTDOOR WOR-
SHIP

= 10:00AM SON @ GMC
= 6:00PM Praise Band

= 10:00AM Pastor's Office
Hours

= 10:00AM Pastor's Office
Hours

= 10:00AM SON @ GMC

= 4:30PM SON @ GMC

= 10:00AM Pastor's Office
Hours

= 1:00PM Bible Study

= 6:00PM WHOO/Kreimer's
Bier Haus

= 7:00AM Pastor's Day Off

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
= 10:00AM Worship: In-Per- | = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 10:00AM Pastor's Office = 10:00AM Pastor's Office = 10:00AM Pastor's Office = 7:00AM Pastor's Day Off
son & Livestream = 6:00PM Praise Band Hours Hours Hours
= 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 1:00PM Bible Study
= 4:30PM SON @ GMC
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
= 10:00AM Worship: In-Per- | = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 10:00AM Pastor's Office = 10:00AM Pastor's Office = 10:00AM Pastor's Office Flag Day
son & Livestream = 6:00PM Praise Band Hours Hours Hours \
= 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 1:00PM Bible Study = 7:00AM Pastor's Day Off
= 4:30PM SON @ GMC = 7:00PM Council Meeting at
Hope
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Father's Day = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 10:00AM Pastor's Office = 10:00AM Pastor's Office = 10:00AM Pastor's Office = 7:00AM Pastor's Day Off
i = 6:00PM Praise Band Hours Hours Hours
= 10:00AM Worship: In-Per- | = 7.00PM Stewardship Sea- = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 1:00PM Bible Study
son & Livestream sons = 4:30PM SON @ GMC
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

= 1:30PM WHOO/Katie’s Cup-
board Shower

30
= 10:00AM Worship: In-Per-
son & Livestream

Eastern Time Time Zone
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OUR MISSION
We are anchored in faith and saved by God’s grace. Led by the Holy Spirit, it is
our purpose to invite all to know hope, love, and peace through Jesus Christ.
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