
         

STORIES OF FAITH
FRIENDSHIP

Gretchen Dille
Growing  up,  Gretchen  was  always 
involved  with  church.  She  took 
part  in  handbell  choir,  the  1982 
National  Youth  Gathering  in  San 
Antonio,  and  Christian  Fellowship 
at  college.  God,  faith,  and  church 
involvement were important parts of her life.

After  college  she  joined  a  local  church  and  was 
there  25  years.  Things  changed  at  that  house  of 
worship,  and  in  January  2016,  she  decided  to  look 
for  a  new  church  home.  Gretchen  prayed  for  a 
church  that  was  welcoming  and  would  provide 
opportunities  for  her  to  serve  God  and  the 
community.  Her  first  stop  was  Hope  Lutheran  and 
she  felt  invited,  comfortable,  and  welcomed.  Very 
soon,  she  knew  that  Hope  was  her  new  church 
home and a place to make new friends.

At  her  previous  church,  if  she  missed  Sunday 
worship,  she did not feel  as if  she missed anything. 
Not at Hope! Now she looks forward to Sundays and 
if she misses church, friends from Hope ask if she is 
okay and tell her that they miss her. The people and 
the programs make it a place to be.

Being a  part  of  a  church family  and having a  desire 
to  be  at  church  was  missing  at  her  earlier  church. 
That has all changed since she became a part of the 
Hope  family.  The  first  volunteer  activity  Gretchen 
got  involved in  was  photocopying bulletins  because 
it  worked  well  with  attending  Bible  Study  and 
college  studies.  Now  Gretchen  looks  forward  to 
Sundays,  Bible  study,  and  being  involved  at  Hope 
with programs like Grief Share, being responsible for 
recycling  at  Hope  (with  her  mom),  and  interacting 
with  the  children  by  sharing  books  and  stuffed 
animals,  and  volunteering  with  Hope  at  various 
church and community events..      Karen Schneider

(Continued on page 3)

GRIEFSHARE SUPPORT GROUP
Mondays 4-5:30 p.m.
January 19 – April 20
Are  you  struggling  with  grief?  No 
matter  what  the  circumstances,  grief  is  a  painful, 
confusing  process.  A  GriefShare  group  is  a  safe, 
welcoming  place  to  help  us  all  navigate  the  difficult 
emotions  when  we’ve  lost  a  loved  one  to  death.  At  this 
13-week support group program, you’ll learn helpful ways
of coping with grief, and you will  be supported each step 
of the way by leaders and group members.

All  are  welcome.  The  cost  is  $25  to  cover  the  cost  of  a 
workbook;  everything  else  is  free  of  charge.  For  more 
information  or  to  register,  go  to  find.griefshare.org/
groups/279352 Pastor Christie

WESTERN THEME CHILI COOK-OFF 
Friday January 23rd, 6 p.m. 
G e t ready  for  a  rootin’-tootin’  good  time  at  HOPE 

Lutheran  Church’s  Western  Theme  Chili  Cook-
Off,  happening  on  Friday,  January  23,  2026! 
Dust  off  your  cowboy  boots  and  bring  your 

appetite  for  an  evening  of  flavor,  fun,  and 
fellowship.

Chili Competition
We’re  on  the  hunt  for  a  new  Chili  Champion  at  Hope! 
George Albright was the winner a few years ago. Whether 
you’re  a  seasoned  chili  chef  or  a  first-time  cook,  this  is 
your chance to show off your best recipe.
Bingo Tournament
During the chili showdown, we will also have an amazing 
bingo tournament that’s sure to keep the energy high and 
the laughter rolling. Prizes will be awarded in both adult 
and children’s categories, so everyone can join the fun!

Sign-Up Info 
Interested  in  competing  in  the  chili  cook-off?  A  sign-up 
sheet  will  be  posted  in  the  narthex.  Don’t  miss  your 
chance to be part of the action!  Contact Meghan Freland 
w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  c a l l  5 1 3 - 4 1 3 - 6 1 6 0  / 
meghan.freland@gmail.com	        Meghan Freland
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Hope Lutheran Church has Inspired Worship 
every Sunday morning at 10 am. - in person 
and online @ www.hopeonbluerock.org   Click on 
Facebook or Youtube at the bottom of the home 
page. All persons are invited to attend.
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PR. CHRISTIE’S CORNER
Rejoice – It’s a New Year!
Rejoice in the Lord always; again 
I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
g e n t l e n e s s b e k n o w n t o 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do 
not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. – Philippians 4:4-7 
(NRSVUE)
We  can  probably  find  many  reasons  for  us  to  be 
anxious as we enter the new year, whether that’s in 
our personal lives, in the church, or in the world. But 
every time I  read this  passage from Paul’s  letter  to 
the  Philippians,  it  reminds  me  to  rejoice  in  God’s 
love,  to  focus  on  the  good and  hopeful  things,  and 
try the best that I can to rest in God’s peace.

Let’s  look  back  at  Hope’s  highlights  of  2025,  and 
look  ahead  to  some  exciting  opportunities  for 
2026.  In 2025, we:

*Held  our  second  annual  Blessing of the 
Pajamas service! (And we’re getting ready 
for  the  3rd  annual!!  Mark  your  calendars 
for Jan. 25.)

*Expanded  Hope’s  Griefshare support group 
ministry, offering one full 13-week session 
and a special Surviving the Holidays event. 
Through  these  efforts,  we  were  able  to 
provide care for 15 participants.

*Welcomed a new organist, Bruce Bair
*Began Hope’s Storytelling Ministry
*Partnered  with  other  churches  around 

Cincinnati  for  Lent,  a  multi-church picnic, 
and  for  confirmation  classes  for  our 
youth. 

*Baptized  2  children,  and  welcomed  4  new 
adult members

*For  the  2nd  year  in  a  row,  met  our  financial 
goals  through  the  Living Our Faith 
Stewardship Campaign.

*Volunteered  as  a  congregation  with  Tikkun 
Farm,  Matthew  25  Ministries,  Nate’s  Toy 
Box,  SON  Ministries,  and  for  caroling  at 
Lakeridge Acres.

*Held  Hope’s  first  ever  Community Bash,  our 
kickoff  to  the  Cultivating Community 
ministries  that  will  continue  in  2026  and 
beyond.

Looking  back  in  gratitude  at  all  of  these  amazing 
blessings helps us also to look ahead. Look for even 
more  opportunities  to  serve  our  community  and 
love one another in the coming year, including: yoga 
classes,  new  support  group  offerings,  more 
opportunities  to  volunteer  in  the  community,  and 
more community gatherings at Hope. 

I do know that it’s been a difficult year for many of 
us  in  different  ways,  and that  we might  not  all  feel 
like rejoicing all the time. If you’re struggling to find 
the  joy  in  this  new  year,  I  invite  you  to  make  your 
own  personal  list  of  celebratory  moments  from 
2025.  Perhaps  this  is  a  way  that  each  of  us  can 
begin to find the renewal that a new year brings.

For me, I will enter this new year rejoicing because I 
am  the  pastor  at  Hope  Lutheran  Church,  a 
congregation  of  loving  and  caring  people  with  our 
hearts  focused  on  God’s  will  in  our  lives.  I  am  so 
thankful for all  of you, and I pray that the peace of 
God,  which  surpasses  all  understanding,  will  guard 
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus – in 2026 and 
always.     Blessings, Pastor Christie

Bible Study
The Chosen
Wednesdays 6:30 pm
Thursdays 1pm
Join  one  of  Hope’s  Bible  Study  groups  as  we  delve 
into  a  study  on  the  popular  tv  series,  The Chosen. 
The Chosen  is  a  historical  drama  series  that  brings 
the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  screen  through  the 
eyes  of  those  who  encountered  him,  offering  a 
fresh,  relatable  perspective  on  familiar  biblical 
characters  and  events.  The  study  groups  meet  in 
person,  with  an  option  to  join  via  zoom.  Contact 
Pastor Christie  with questions,  and we look forward 
to having YOU as a part of this special and engaging 
study.            Pastor Christie
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JANUARY THANK YOUS AND NEWS
Thank you to Colleen Leppert  for  walking the crown 
to the altar on Christ the King Sunday.
Thank you to everyone  who  brought  down  Advent 
and  Christmas  decorations  from  the  attic.  Thank 
you  to  everyone  who  stayed  and  decorated  the 
church. 
Thank you to Nan Davis  who  decorated  the 
Christmas tree with the Chrismons.

Ruth Oehler

Thank you ALL for your generous contributions  to 
my  Christmas  gift,  and  to  those  of  you  who  were 
Christmas Elves shopping for special things that you 
knew  I  would  enjoy.  You  are  all  such  an  amazing 
blessing  to  me,  and  I  am  so  thankful  to  be  your 
pastor. Love, Pastor Christie

STORY OF FAITH (continued from page 1)
The summer of 2016 brought an unfortunate diagnosis of 
prostate  cancer  to  Jim, Gretchen’s husband.  She 
continued  to  attend  hope  and  it  was  heartwarming  when 
members reached out to them and wanted to know what 
they  could  do  to  help.  Gretchen  was  thankful  for  Hope’s 
prayer chain and being able to share what Jim was going 
through. It was comforting to know they were being lifted 
in  prayer.  Jim  had  a  leg  amputation  and  Pastor  Lisa  and 
George  A.,  a  member  who  was  also  an  amputee,  visited 
Jim  shortly  after  his  amputation.  That  brought  Jim 
encouragement  that  he  would  be  able  to  negotiate  life 
without  his  leg.  Jim  also  was  paired  with  a  Stephen 
Minister  via  Hope’s  Stephen  Ministry  program  and  that 
person  visited  Jim  once  a  week  for  the  duration  of  his 
illness.
Jim had not attended church in a while.  A Hope member, 
Jerry Ivins,  got  to  know  Jim,  he  invited  him  to  attend 
Hope  and  become  a  member  of  the  Praise  Band,  by 
sharing his bass ukulele playing talents. Jim accepted the 
invitation and became a vital member of the Praise Band. 
Gretchen  was  busy  taking  care  of  Jim  but  the  desire  to 
serve  God  and  Hope  was  something  that  she  wanted  to 
do.  Gretchen  continued  to  photocopy  bulletins  and  help 
Jim  play  in  Praise  Band  because  he  had  many  mobility 
issues  and  needed  help  following  the  music.  It  was 
refreshing to be serving during her busy life. It provided a 
healthy  sense  of  relief  from her  burdens.  The  pastor  and 
God knew what she needed. 
The Hope memory  that  Gretchen holds  most  dear  was  in 
December  2020,  when  her  husband  Jim  was  on  life 
support.  Pastor Christie  led  them  through  a  renewal  of 
their  wedding  vows  that  they  had  wanted  to  do  earlier 
that  year  and  COVID  prevented.  She  remained  at  the 
hospital with Jim and Gretchen when he was taken off life 

support.  Later,  it  touched  Gretchen’s  heart  that  many 
Hope members attended Jim’s Memorial service. Gretchen 
also shares that Jim was a body donor to the UC College 
of Medicine. After his body was returned from being used 
for  science  there  was  a  very  special  service  for  all  the 
body  donors  that  were  returned  that  year.  Several 
members of Hope attended that service with her. 
Gretchen  is  most  thankful  for  the  FRIENDSHIPS  that  she 
has made at Hope. The people who care, pray, reach out, 
serve  with,  and  celebrate  life  with  her.  Hope  is  thankful 
for  Gretchen  and  the  myriad  of  ways  that  she  faithfully 
worships, serves and shares God’s love with everyone. 

          Karen Schneider

CHAIR YOGA CLASSES
Thursdays 9:30 – 10:15 a.m.
Beginning January 15
Join Hope Lutheran Church for FREE chair 
yoga classes in Hope’s Fellowship Hall.
Chair Yoga  is  a  gentle  form  of  yoga,  accessible  for 
everyone, all abilities and fitness levels. No previous yoga 
experience  is  necessary.  The  benefits  of  chair  yoga 
include increased flexibility and range of motion, enhanced 
balance,  strengthened  muscles,  stress  reduction, 
improved  mood,  and  better  sleep  quality.  Class  may 
include  breathwork,  seated  poses,  some  gentle  standing 
poses, balance poses, and final relaxation.  All  poses can 
be practiced using the chair for support.
Classes  will  be  led  by  Kristi Johnson.   Kristi  has  been 
practicing yoga for about 12 years.  She finished her 200 
hour  teacher  training  from  Mint  Yoga  in  2024.    She  is 
registered with the Yoga Alliance.  She is also certified in 
Yin Yoga, and of course Chair Yoga. Kristi volunteers with 
Project Yoga, a non-profit dedicated to promoting mental 
health  and  physical  well  being  in  Greater  Cincinnati’s 
underserved  communities  through  trauma  informed  yoga 
and  mindfulness.  She  has  a  special  place  in  her  heart  for 
the  special  needs  community  and  will  be  teaching  in  a 
Special Olympics program.         Pr. Christie

BLESSING OF THE PAJAMAS 
Sunday, January 25 During Worship 
Get ready for Hope’s 3rd annual “Blessing of the Pajamas” 
Sunday! This has been a wonderful day of celebration and 

comfort  for  us  the  past  couple  of  years,  and 
we  look  forward  to  having  this  fun  day  again 
this  year.  All  are  invited  to  wear  pajamas  to 
worship  if  you  feel  comfortable.  We  will  bless 
our  PJ’s  during  worship,  and  enjoy  some 

refreshments and fellowship time together.
` `Pr. Christie

Even when the weather turns cold, our church family stays 
warm through worship, fellowship, and faith. Join us this 
Sunday and be reminded that there’s no better place to find 
warmth than in God’s presence and among His people. 
#ChurchFamily #TogetherInChrist          Church Art Online 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 MORE NEWS
JOYFUL JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
2 Bonnie Leonhardt 19. Alita Simpson

Regina Wendel 22  Mary Beth Taylor
3 Cooper Krieg 23   Declan Dooley-Ayers
4 Jacob Darnell 26  Debbie Schrader
8 Samantha Burkhart 27  Kyla Darnell
10 Connie Terbrueggen 30  Kurt Glardon
11 Erica Leppert

Joseph Sheppard
Cora Leppert

17 Paula Lundy
Cora Leppert

 
VOLUNTEER AT MATTHEW 25 MINISTRIES
February 28 from 9am-11am
Mark  your  calendars!  Sign-up  sheet  and  more 
information coming soon.

WHOO
What a good time for the women who attended the 

Christmas  dinner  on  December  4th!  There  was  lots 
to eat: ham prepared by Kathy Mushaben and many 
other  food  items  women  brought  to  share.  They 
sang  songs,  played  a  Christmas  game  and  traded 
Christmas  ornaments.  This  fellowship  event  was 
such a great way to begin the holiday season!
The next meeting will be on January 22 at 6 pm in 
the  Fellowship  Hall.  Bring  a  light  meal  to  eat  while 
we decide the next project the group will sponsor.

Thank you to all of the women w h o  d o n a t e d 
Thankoffering  boxes  to  help  fund  the 
charitable  events  and  projects  for 
WHOO  (Hope’s  women’s  group)  for 
2026.  $544.00 was collected.

HELP NEEDED
After the January 4th worship service, your help is 
requested to remove the Christmas decorations and 
return them to the attic area.

PARENTS NIGHT OUT
Thank  you  to  the  Meghan and Mike Freland for  arranging 
the  evening  to  allow  parents  some  time  to  go  Christmas 

shopping or just have some alone time before the rush of 
the holiday season. 

Our  appreciation  to  others  who  joined  in  keeping  the 
children occupied during the time spent at Hope

CAROLING AT LAKESIDE ACRES

These  8  persons  plus  one  sing  carols  at  the 
Lakeside  Acres  Nursing  home.  The  carolers  were 
happily  received  by  the  residents.  “Little  Jesus” 
statues  were  distributed  to  those  who  wished  to 
have one. ! Everyone enjoyed the outing! 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HOPE’S CHILDREN DELIGHT US AGAIN
The  Children’s  Christmas  play,  “Bethlehem’s Got 
Talent,” was a humorous delight! Despite the lack of 
practice  when  Hope  closed  for  heavy  snow  on 
December 14, the birth of Jesus was presented in a 
new musical competition. 

Thank you to Erica Leppert , our energetic Sunday 
Church teacher, and our adorable children for their 
entertaining efforts!  

SON MINISTRIES
Happy New Year!
St  Paul  Community  of  Faith, 
Resounding  Joy  and  Groesbeck 
Church conducted a beautiful  cantata on December 
14  as  a  fundraiser  for  SON  Ministries.  It  was  a 
moving,  festive  event  that  I  was  happy  to  attend. 
We  appreciate  so  very  much  the  offering  gift  we 
received.  Thank you!
Our  holidays  events  were  well  attended  given  the 
weather  this  year:  Christmas 278 families/706 kids 
and Thanksgiving 252 families.  Your  food  and 
monetary  donations  helped  us  to  be  able  to  make 
these events happen.
Given  the  many  food  drives  we  received  in 
November/December,  we could use only saltine 
crackers in January. Thanks!
Bundle up and stay warm, Jo Dossenback
In the Narthex bins at Hope marked SON, we collect 
food and personal care items plus paper grocery and 
plastic bags for distribution.

HEALTHY HARVEST MOBILE MARKET
Healthy  Harvest  Mobile  Market is  working  to  make 
it  easier  for  our neighbors to access fresh,  healthy, 
and  affordable  food.  We  bring  the  store  to  you, 
stocked  with  a  full  selection  of  produce  and  other 
healthy foods.
COMING TO SON MINISTRIES 8871 COLERAIN AVE 

JANUARY 14 and 28 @ 10:30 am – 11:30 am

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP LUNCH
We welcome all men of Hope Lutheran to the HOPE 
MEN'S FELLOWSHIP LUNCH. This will be at the Red 
Squir re l  restaurant  on 
Monday, January 29, 2026 at 
12:00 noon.  Be  ready  to 
enjoy  the  fellowship,  the 
conversation  and  the  good 
food. 

We're looking forward to seeing you there.
F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s :    Dave McBride ; 
DMcincy@outlook.com;    513-316-4004  (text, 
voice)

HARRISON VOCE CHRISTMAS CONCERT

A  few  Hope  members  performed  with  VOCE  at  the 
recent  Holiday  concert  as  Karen Schweinfest 
directed.  Many  hours  of  volunteer  time  is  spent 
preparing for this delightful song fest twice a year. 

Dear Hope Lutheran Church,
Thank  you  on  behalf  of  Food  House  Interfaith 
Housing  Network  (IHN)  for  your  support  of  our 
Holiday  giving  program.  Because  of  you,  Found 
House  (IHN)  families  will  have  something  to  open 
this  holiday  season.  Your  holiday  gifts  of  12/4/25 
lets  families  know  that  they  are  remembered  and 
loved  as  they  work  to  build  a  path  toward  stable 
housing……..
In Warmest Gratitude, Stacey Burge, President/CEO

“You can accomplish more in one hour 
with God than in a lifetime without him.”  
	 	 	 	 —Author unknown

From Church Art Online 

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT PAGE 6 FOR THE 
LIST OF ITEMS HOPE RECYCLES TO HELP 
OTHERS AS WELL AS THE ENVIRONMENT. 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HOPE DIRECTORY APP
FOR YOUR COMPUTER OR PHONE 
For directions  go  to  the  app  store  and 
download  the  Instant  Church  Directory 
and follow their directions. 
*Changes are continuously made. New 
pictures are requested. If you have changed your email 
address, you will need to re-enroll. It will not recognize 
the new email address for confidentiality purposes. 
Please contact Jerry Ivins for any changes.

KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM
 1.Visit KrogerCommunityRewards.com

 

  2.  Sign  in  to  your  online  account, 
or create an account.

  3. Find and select Hope Lutheran 
and click “Enroll.”
Hope’s  5  digit  number  is  80286. 

Please join today!

HOPE’S CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION
To donate to Hope: Checks  may  be  mailed  to  4695  Blue 
Rock Road,  Cincinnati, OH 45247 or brought to church.
 

Digital donations may be submitted at
www.hopeonbluerock.org  Click on “Giving” and then click 
on  “Online  Giving”  and  choose  how you  wish  to  donate  - 
either  by  ChurchTrac  or  PayPal.  For  questions  email  Ron 
Long at finance@hopeonbluerock.org

YELLOW BRICK ROAD CHILD CARE
We are proud of Kayla 
Wiley’s 2 Star award rating 
for her child care facility!

Need  ch i l dca re?  Ca l l 
513-601-2596  or  send  an 
email to the address below:

yellowbrickroadchildcare@gmail.com

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR “BOOK NOOK”
FOR ALL ADULTS 
The Book Nook is constantly 
adding new books. There  are 
numerous  categories  of  books 
available  for  loan  in  the  “Book 
Nook”  located  inside  the  left 
door  of  the  Fellowship  Hall.  There  are  also  books 
that  men  might  find  interesting.  Be  sure  to  check 
some  out  for  a  little  quiet  time.  There  is  seating  if 
you  just  want  to  relax  and  read  a  book  there.  So 
don’t miss out!

DON’T FORGET OUR NARTHEX BINS! 
-Used toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes and 
floss containers for UC Blue Dental Program
-Food and personal care donations for SON Ministries 
-Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House 
-Religious materials for Love Packages 
-Pill bottles that are cleaned and without 
labels for Matthew 25
-Eye glasses for the Lyon’s Club
-New or gently used Books for Side-by-
Side Ministry
-Men’s & Women’s Clothing for Franciscan Sisters of the 
Poor
Also paper and cardboard (clean and not greasy or 
wet)in blue recycle bin
Drink cans and bottles (empty and rinsed) in the green 
bin in the Fellowship Hall
Adult and children’s books in the Book Nook

PRAYER CHAIN INSTRUCTIONS
To  submit  a  prayer  chain  request:   Complete  this 

o n l i n e  f o r m  h t t p s : / /
www.hopeonbluerock.org/prayer-
requests/, or send  an  email  to 
prayer@hopeonbluerock.org, or 

call Pastor Christie 317-828-5949 (cell) 
513-923-3370 (church office) 

Interested in receiving prayer chain emails? 
Email prayer@hopeonbluerock.org with your contact 
information, and we will get you added to the list.

GET CONNECTED TO HOPE!
Ever  want  more  information  about  what  is  happening  at 
Hope? There are many ways to get  connected to Hope’s 
activities.  Check  us  out  on  Facebook 
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
hopeonbluerock - and be sure to like us 
and  check  in!  Also  check  Hope’s 
w e b s i t e  r e g u l a r l y  h t t p s : / /
w w w . h o p e o n b l u e r o c k . o r g  f o r 
information  on  events,  ways  to  make  donations,  a  handy 
up-to-date  Google  calendar,  photo  albums,  and  much 
more! Pastor Christie.

We have multiplied our possessions but 
reduced our values. We talk too much, love too 
seldom, and hate too often. We've learned how 
to make a living but not a life. We've added 
years to life, not life to years.  George Carlin
Contributed by Mike Freland 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HOPE’S BOTTOM LINE 

 

November 2025
General Fund
Total MONTH YTD
Beginning Balance $ 67,921.97 $    52,356.91
Revenues $ 11,752.40 $  228,306.32
Expenses $ 28,382.79 $ 226,901.65
Transfers In $          0.00  $            0.00
Transfers Out $ 25,000.00 $    27,470.00
Ending Balance $ 26,291.58 $.   26,291.58
Memorial Fund 
Beginning Balance         $ 50,889.16 $  47,810.94
Transfers In $ 25,000.00 $  27,470.00
Interest Income $….. 126.68 $.      734.90
Transfers Out $          0.00 $           0.00
Ending Balance $ 76,015.84 $  76,015.84
Wilma Hoffman Fund
Beginning Balance $          0.00 $    1,655.66 
Deposit $          0.00 $           0.00
Interest Income $          0.00 $         28.87
Disbursements $          0.00 $    1,684.53
Ending Balance $          0.00 $           0.00
Mission Building Fund
Beginning Balance $    6,440.36 $      4665.25
Transfers In $           0.00 $     1,684.53
Interest Income $           7.41 $          97.99
Disbursements $           0.00 $            0.00
Ending Balance $    6,447.77 $     6,447.77

Avantax
Beginning Balance $.          0.00 $            0.00
Transfers In $           0.00 $            0.00
Interest Income $           0.00 $            0.02
Disbursements $           0.00 $   24,250.00
Equity Fluctuation $….…    0.00 $..   1,141.39
Ending Balance $           0.00 $            0.00     

John Simpson, Treasurer

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
The  council  members  of  2025 
and  the  new  ones  for  2026  were  invited  to  the 
home  of  our  president,  Jen Byrne and her husband 
Brian,  where  they  enjoyed  a  delectable  meal  and 
hilarious conversation and warm fellowship to begin 
the holiday season. Many thanks to Jen and Brian for 
hosting the evening!!

ARTICLES FOR THE FEBRUARY ISSUE OF THE HOPE 
HERALD ARE REQUESTED BY 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18th.
ARTICLES MAY BE EMAILED TO

joyceivins@icloud.com or anytime before that date.

View Hope’s calendar in your own Digital 
Calendar
In Google Calendar:

1. Open a web browser and go to Google Calendar.
2. On the left side of the page, find the Other 

calendars section and click the Add other 
calendars button (which looks like a plus sign).

3. From the dropdown menu, select From URL.
4. Paste this URL into the provided field: https://

calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=aml2aW5zNjFAZ21haWwuY29t

5. Click the Add calendar button. The calendar will 
now appear in your "Other calendars" list. 

In a non-Google Calendar app:
Copy URL above and paste it into the “subscribe” or “add 
calendar” feature of your other calendar application, such as 
Outlook or Apple Calendar. 

HUMOR FOR YOU

The oldest computer was owned by Adam and Eve. It 
was an Apple with a very limited memory. Just one 
byte, and everything crashed!

WHAT WE REALLY NEED
Twelve  ministers  were  on  a  flight  headed  to  a 
conference  in  Seattle  when  the  plane  hit  a  fierce 
storm.  Trying  to  calm  their  nerves,  they  told  the 
flight  attendant,  “Let  the  pilot  know  everything’s 
fine  There  are  twelve  ministers  on  board!”  A  few 
minutes  later,  the  flight  attendant  returned  from 
the cockpit. “Well?” one of the pastors asked with a 
grin.  “What  did  the  pilot  say?”  She  smiled  and 
replied,  “He  said  he  was  glad  to  have  12  ministers 
aboard,  but  he  would  rather  have  four  good  
engines.”

 

  7
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December 2025
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January 2026
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February 2026
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
28

Pastor on Vacation
10:00 AM Worship & Christ-
mas Brunch

29

SON CLOSED
12:00 PM Men's Fellowship 
Group
6:00 PM Praise Band

30 31

SON CLOSED
6:30 PM NO Bible Study

1

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM NO Bible Study

2 3

4
10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Take down 
Christmas decorations

5
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
6:00 PM Praise Band

6 7
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

8
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Council Meeting 
Zoom

9
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

10

11
10:00 AM Worship

12
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
6:00 PM Praise Band

13 14
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
2:00 PM SAS Zoom Meeting
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

15
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
2:30 PM Worship Committee 
Meeting

16
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

17

18
10:00 AM Worship
5:00 PM Confirmation Group 
Meeting @ Trinity

19
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:00 PM Griefshare
6:00 PM Praise Band

20 21
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

22
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
6:00 PM WHOO Women

23
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off
6:00 PM Chili, Bingo, & Pie

24

25
10:00 AM Blessing of the 
Pajamas
10:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM Lori King rental 
12-5

26
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
12:00 PM Men's Fellowship 
Group
4:00 PM Griefshare
6:00 PM Praise Band

27 28
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

29
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study

30
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

31

28
Pastor on Vacation

10:00 AM Worship & Christ-
mas Brunch

29

SON CLOSED
12:00 PM Men's Fellowship 
Group
6:00 PM Praise Band

30 31

SON CLOSED
6:30 PM NO Bible Study

1

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM NO Bible Study

2 3

4
10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Take down 
Christmas decorations

5
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
6:00 PM Praise Band

6 7
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

8
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Council Meeting 
Zoom

9
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

10

11
10:00 AM Worship

12
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
6:00 PM Praise Band

13 14
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
2:00 PM SAS Zoom Meeting
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

15
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
2:30 PM Worship Committee 
Meeting

16
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

17

18
10:00 AM Worship
5:00 PM Confirmation Group 
Meeting @ Trinity

19
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:00 PM Griefshare
6:00 PM Praise Band

20 21
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

22
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
6:00 PM WHOO Women

23
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off
6:00 PM Chili, Bingo, & Pie

24

25
10:00 AM Blessing of the 
Pajamas
10:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM Lori King rental 
12-5

26
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
12:00 PM Men's Fellowship 
Group
4:00 PM Griefshare
6:00 PM Praise Band

27 28
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

29
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study

30
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

31

28
Pastor on Vacation

10:00 AM Worship & Christ-
mas Brunch

29

SON CLOSED
12:00 PM Men's Fellowship 
Group
6:00 PM Praise Band

30 31

SON CLOSED
6:30 PM NO Bible Study

1

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM NO Bible Study

2 3

4
10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Take down 
Christmas decorations

5
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
6:00 PM Praise Band

6 7
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

8
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Council Meeting 
Zoom

9
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

10

11
10:00 AM Worship

12
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
6:00 PM Praise Band

13 14
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
2:00 PM SAS Zoom Meeting
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

15
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
2:30 PM Worship Committee 
Meeting

16
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

17
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10:00 AM Worship
5:00 PM Confirmation Group 
Meeting @ Trinity

19
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:00 PM Griefshare
6:00 PM Praise Band

20 21
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

22
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
6:00 PM WHOO Women

23
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off
6:00 PM Chili, Bingo, & Pie

24

25
10:00 AM Blessing of the 
Pajamas
10:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM Lori King rental 
12-5

26
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
12:00 PM Men's Fellowship 
Group
4:00 PM Griefshare
6:00 PM Praise Band

27 28
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

29
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study

30
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

31

28
Pastor on Vacation

10:00 AM Worship & Christ-
mas Brunch

29

SON CLOSED
12:00 PM Men's Fellowship 
Group
6:00 PM Praise Band

30 31

SON CLOSED
6:30 PM NO Bible Study

1

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM NO Bible Study

2 3

4
10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Take down 
Christmas decorations

5
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
6:00 PM Praise Band

6 7
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

8
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Council Meeting 
Zoom

9
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

10

11
10:00 AM Worship

12
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
6:00 PM Praise Band

13 14
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
2:00 PM SAS Zoom Meeting
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

15
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
2:30 PM Worship Committee 
Meeting

16
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

17

18
10:00 AM Worship
5:00 PM Confirmation Group 
Meeting @ Trinity

19
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:00 PM Griefshare
6:00 PM Praise Band

20 21
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

22
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
6:00 PM WHOO Women

23
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off
6:00 PM Chili, Bingo, & Pie

24

25
10:00 AM Blessing of the 
Pajamas
10:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM Lori King rental 
12-5

26
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
12:00 PM Men's Fellowship 
Group
4:00 PM Griefshare
6:00 PM Praise Band

27 28
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

29
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study

30
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

31

28
Pastor on Vacation

10:00 AM Worship & Christ-
mas Brunch

29

SON CLOSED
12:00 PM Men's Fellowship 
Group
6:00 PM Praise Band

30 31

SON CLOSED
6:30 PM NO Bible Study

1

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM NO Bible Study

2 3

4
10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Take down 
Christmas decorations

5
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
6:00 PM Praise Band

6 7
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

8
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Council Meeting 
Zoom

9
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

10

11
10:00 AM Worship

12
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
6:00 PM Praise Band

13 14
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
2:00 PM SAS Zoom Meeting
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

15
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study
2:30 PM Worship Committee 
Meeting

16
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

17

18
10:00 AM Worship
5:00 PM Confirmation Group 
Meeting @ Trinity

19
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:00 PM Griefshare
6:00 PM Praise Band

20 21
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

22
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
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1:00 PM Bible Study
6:00 PM WHOO Women

23
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off
6:00 PM Chili, Bingo, & Pie

24

25
10:00 AM Blessing of the 
Pajamas
10:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM Lori King rental 
12-5

26
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
12:00 PM Men's Fellowship 
Group
4:00 PM Griefshare
6:00 PM Praise Band

27 28
10:00 AM SON @ GMC
4:30 PM SON @ GMC
6:30 PM Bible Study

29
9:30 AM Chair Yoga
10:30 AM Yellow Brick Road 
in the Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM Bible Study

30
7:00 AM Pastor's Day Off

31
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OUR MISSION
We are anchored in faith and saved by God’s grace. Led by the Holy Spirit, it is 
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