A New Church Home

Debbie Schrader, a lifelong Lutheran, has fond memories of growing up in Indiana and
faithfully attending a Lutheran church for 50 years with her family.

When she moved from Batesville, IN to Fairfield, OH in 2014, to be closer to her work, one
of her priorities was to find a new church home. She visited a couple of churches prior to
stepping through the doors of Hope in August, 2014. Her first impression was encouraging
as she was greeted by several people and “felt at home.” The next day Pastor Lisa visited
her house and left a note and a pack of popcorn with the message — “Thanks for popping in”
(to our church the day before). That visit made an impression on her heart and she returned
to Hope to worship and eventually joined the church.

When asked what made her come back to Hope she said the members were friendly and
welcoming, she felt like she fit in with the congregation, the worship style, and the positive
atmosphere. She had found her new church home!

She sees Hope as a loving, Lutheran church with active ministries that serve God and the
community. Committees invite involvement on a voluntary level. Debbie has served as
Recording Secretary for Church Council, been a member of the Stewardship committee, is
currently on the Outreach Committee and a member of the WHOO (women’s group).

Debbie stays busy with work, taking care of her two dogs, Josie and Jackson, and walking to
maintain a healthy body weight, sound mind and positive attitude. In 2023 she joined
Weight Watchers and lost 130+ pounds! Her incredible accomplishment was big news that
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led to her being on the cover of Women’s Day Magazine! She gives free autographs! &

Currently she is going thru the process to hopefully be a living kidney donor for her brother-
in law.

Her priorities in life are God, family/friends, and good health. She is grateful for her family at
Hope Lutheran because the people know and care about each other. Hope Lutheranis a
place to call home. God is present, everyone is welcome and the congregation invites all to
live their faith.

Hope is blessed to have Debbie as a beacon of faith and joy. Her positive attitude and
willingness to serve and share is an inspiration!



