Ron Thatcher

Ron grew up on a farm in Adams County with two sisters where he worked along side
his dad. As early as 10 years of age he drove their tractor, working the land, disking,
raking and bailing hay. That work ethic has been with Ron his entire life.

For example, he continued to work the farm during the summer and on weekends while
in college studying to be an art teacher. After graduation, Ron became the first art
teacher in Adams county (Manchester Schools) before taking a teaching position for
the Princeton City Schools to get closer to one of his two daughters (who have given
him 4 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild). He held that job until retirement from
teaching in 1995. That work ethic also kept him working for Princeton after retirement
doing graphics, lettering school busses, and painting schools until 2002. Then in 2008
Ron lost his teenage bride, Norma, to Alzheimer’s.

In a church he previously attended, he was an Elder, Deacon, and a member of a
building committee. Then 12 years ago, he visited Hope. The next day he got a visit
from the Pastor which convinced him to make a second visit. He was so well accepted
and welcomed that he continues to worship here. Ron called Hope the friendliest church
he has ever attended. It is here that he met Kathy Mushaben who has been his friend
helping each other with talents they both possess.

Since joining Hope, Ron, in his own words, has been serving the Lord by ushering,
greeting, doing graphics for special bulletins and trimming the shrubs around the
building (remember that work ethic?) He has found his church home!



