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STORIES OF FAITH

Jennifer Byrne

As a very young girl living in
Oxford, OH, Jen would spend a lot
of time with her maternal
grandmother while her mom
worked. (They were “soulmates”
her grandma said.)

Sometimes she attended a catholic
church with her dad and
grandparents.  She learned little
about the church although she was baptized at 12
with her new baby sister. After high school
graduation, she majored in English and Journalism at
Miami University. There she joined “Young Life” (a
Christian organization that introduces Jesus to
youth) with a friend and was involved in Bible Study.

After college graduation, she moved to Cleveland
for work. After three years there she returned to
Cincinnati and was introduced to her future husband
Brian. Since Brian was a member of Hope, she came
to church with him and his family. The Hope
members welcomed her right away. When she was
pregnant with their first child, she felt God called
her to church, blessed to have Brian and to become
a mother.

Jen has been a busy traveling insurance executive
with 2 involved young sons - one with musical
talents and the other playing sports (both are now
in college). While attending many of their activities
in high school, she found enough energy to work
with the Boosters which kept her even busier.

Her adult life has been more of a spiritual journey.
She has had many opportunities to enhrich her faith
and to serve at Hope. To list some: president
twice (and advising with insurance), the Synod’s
Collaborative, Congregational Vitality, and Strategic
Planning Committees as well as assisting in worship.
She has found her church home here at Hope.

Joy lvins

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOPE
Welcome Series

8/16 We are called

8/23 We believe

8/30 We are sent
Each SUNDAY following worship
FELLOWSHIP HALL 11:00 AM

All are invited to attend these sessions to learn more
about Hope and to share with those who are considering
becoming members of Hope. Refreshments provided.

RSVP to Mary Bryant by August 2

(mabryant@cinci.rr.com) (513.580.6371).  Pastor

August 16

Hope will be volunteering to serve dinner at Hatton Center

for Women August 16, leaving church around 5
p.m. Hatton House provides shelter,
food, and assistance for women
experiencing homelessness, and it is a
great joy to be able to spend time
with and provide dinner for these

women.

Please consider helping by bringing food or volunteering
to serve. Sign up in the lobby. See Linda McBride with
questions. Pastor Christie

HANDBELL CHOIR SIGN-Up

We are exploring interest in forming a

handbell choir. If you would enjoy making

music together and learning more about

playing handbells, please sign up in the lobby. No prior
experience is necessary—ijust a willingness to participate
and have fun. Contact Pastor Christie with questions.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SET

August 2nd at 11am

After worship, Hope members will meet to discuss
participating in a 12 month plan brought to
council by the Planned Giving Committee and
approve the constitutional changes that were

presented in February

Hope Lutheran Chuwch has Inspived Worship
every Sunday morning at 10 aun. - invpersow
ond online @ www.hopeonbluerock.org Click ow
Facebook or Youtube at the bottom of the home
page: AW persons arve invited to-attends
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PASTOR’S CORNER
Finding Stillness

“Be still and know that | am
God” — Psalm 42:10

As | write this, | am gazing out over
a calm still lake, a breeze gently
blowing to create small ripples.

Today on my vacation, | will do as |

did yesterday and the day before. | will kayak into the
middle of the lake, then rest my paddle on the boat, lean
back, and enjoy the still, quiet moment, resting in God’s
presence, being still and knowing that God is right here
with us — always.

| am under no illusions. | know that — under the surface
of the water, the stillness stops. The momma duck and
her two babies may seem to be floating calmly by, but
under the surface, their little webbed feet are paddling
furiously. Fish and other aquatic life are down there
fighting for survival — and trying to stay away from the
ducks.

But for now — what | see — is stillness.

Often, our lives are like the “still” waters of the lake. We
may appear to have it all together on the outside, but just
below the surface, there’s a lot going on.

We are plagued by worries, surrounded by noise and
distractions, and inundated with endless tasks. Even
when we set aside dedicated time for prayer and
meditation, we can find it difficult to quiet our minds and
truly rest in God’s presence.

And yet, we are told over and over again in scripture
how important it is to find stillness and rest in God. Psalm
42 says:

1God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should
change,

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,
3though its waters roar and foam,

though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

10“Be still, and know that | am God!
| am exalted among the nations;
| am exalted in the earth.”
1 The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge. (NRSVUE)

When the world around us or inside of us seems to be
like a mountain shaking in the heart of the sea, we are
reminded to be still, and to rest in the knowledge that
God is God.

Quieting our minds to rest in God’s presence may
be challenging, but it is essential for our spiritual
lives, and for our mental health as well. These times of

stillness are often the best moments to hear God’s voice
most clearly. We emerge from our precious moments of

stillness with new clarity, and new strength to power on
through all of life’s difficulties.

And so, as we enter the busy month of August, let us all
set aside time to find that stillness in our lives. Maybe
you find stillness by taking a walk in nature or sitting
outside. Maybe you find it through yoga or another
exercise practice, or by engaging in your prayer and
devotional time in a special spot in your home. If your life
feels so overwhelming that you’re not sure when you
could take time out, try just taking a few deep breaths
before you start your day or begin a new task. Try turning
off electronic devices in your home for a designated
period of time, or in your car while you’re driving. Talk to
God when you’re at a stoplight, stuck in traffic, or waiting
in line at the store.

Wherever you find stillness this month, may God bless
today and always. Pastor Christie

BIBLE STUDY

The Chosen
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. &
Thursdays 1pm*

Hope's Bible Study groups continue to enjoy our study
of The Chosen video series, and we are currently
working our way through Season 4. All are welcome to
join Wednesday evenings or Thursday afternoons for
this wonderful time of discussion, fellowship, and study.
Zoom options are also available. Contact Pastor Christie
with questions. Pastor Christie

ALL CONGREGATION
ELCA CINCINNATI PICNIC
Sunday, September 13
Sharon Woods @ Noon
Join multiple ELCA churches from the Cincy
area for an afternoon of food, fellowship,
and fun. All are welcome! More details
coming soon. Pastor Christie

SAVE THE DATES:

Sunday Oct. 4 @ 10 a.m.

Bring your furbabies (or winged, or scaled,
etc.) for a fun and worshipful celebration of
animals and God’s beautiful creation.

-oween Festival

— Sunday Oct. 17, 2-4 p.m. -
YOUR help will be needed, and this is
a really exciting opportunity to get
involved with Hope’s ministries.
Hope’s “Cultivating Community”
Team will host this special event for
Hope folks, friends, and the whole
community. More info coming soon!
Pastor Christie



AUGUST THANK YOUS AND NEWS

Thank You, Mike Freland & Pastor Denise Russell.
With deep gratitude, we give thanks for Mike
Freland and Pastor

Denise Russell, who

graciously led worship

on July 19 while | was

away on vacation.

Pastor Denise

presided at the table

for communion, and

Mike Freland shared

the message and

helped lead worship.

What a blessing these faithful leaders are to me and
to all of us at Hope. Pastor Christie

Thank you to Butch Royse and Nan Davis for taking
care of my altar duties on Sunday June 21st while |
was on vacation.

Thank you to Judy Royse for making more
communion bread. Ruth Oehler, Altar Guild

90 YEARS AND STILL SMILING
On July 19th Beth
Smith (Ron’s
daughter) and Kathy
Mushaben with the
help of the Fellowship
Committee celebrated
Ron Thatcher’s 90th
birthday after Hope’s
worship service. A
lovely lunch was
served with a beautiful
cake featuring a farm
scene to represent
where he grew from a

boy into an adult. Happy birthday!!!

AWESOME AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
6 Gary Millard 28 Jerry lvins
8 Eric Kelbley 30 Eva McMasters
9 Doris Heybruch
11 Cheryl Rospert
John Simpson
19. Darlene Hedin
21 Su York
25 Adam Williams
26 Parker Beagle

JULY/AUGUST 2026

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP LUNCH

Our next HOPE MEN'S FELLOWSHIP LUNCH

will be at the Red Squirrel restaurant on

Monday, July 27 2026 at 12:00 noon. It's our

time again to relax and enjoy the fellowship, the
conversation and the good food. Looking forward to
seeing you there.

For more details contact: Dave McBride;
DMcincy@outlook.com; 513-316-4004 (text, voice)

WHOO

Women!!!'Come join the gathering on August 6th at

6 pm for the annual pool party at Debbie Schrader’s
at 5675 River Road, 45014 in Fairfield.
Bring your bathing suit if you wish to
swim with Debbie or cool off in her hot
tub and an appetizer to share plus your
drink. (August 20th is the rainout date.)

Be sure to add this date to your
calendar for a night of fellowship and fun! All are
welcomel!

Questions — Please contact Kathy Mushaben, WHOO
Leader, at 513-385-8497

SON MINISTRIES

In June 178 households were

served numbering411 adults

served with 184 children for a

grand total of 595 individuals. It is noticeable that
older adults are the most in need.

For August, SON is requesting canned fruit.

In the Narthex bins at Hope marked SON, we collect food
and personal care items plus paper grocery and plastic
bags for distribution.

NEW GRANDCHILD ARRIVED

Down in Texas Lucia Victoria
Belle Garcia arrived on July
8th at 12:50 pm weighing in
at 6 pounds. She is the
daughter of Sadie Tolle,
grandchild of Lucinda Hardin
and niece of Hannah Tolle.
Lucinda has officially earned
the title of “Grammy Lu.”


mailto:DMcincy@outlook.com

2 BURIAL PLOTS FOR SALE AT
ARLINGTON MEMORIAL
GARDEN

A congregation member is

selling 2 side-by-side plots at

Arlington Memorial Gardens. The plots are each worth
$3500, but the member is willing to sell for $5000 for
both plots. Contact Pastor Christie if interested.

Hi all,

SON received a wonderful food drive from the VBS kids @
Christ Lutheran. It was a boy/girl
contest and they really came through-

what giving hearts$.

Meijer is offering SON an additional
Simply Give program thru 9/26.
The double day is 9/12 where your donation would
increase 2x eg $10 becomes $30. If you send a
check made out to SON Ministries marked Simply
Give, it is tax deductible. Please have checks to SON by
9/7.
We could use canned fruit this month.
Take care of yourself,

CHAIR YOGA CLASS
Join Hope Lutheran Church for FREE chair
yoga classes in Hope's Fellowship Hall.

Jo Dossenback

Chair Yoga is a gentle form of yoga,

accessible for everyone, all abilities and

fitness levels. No previous yoga experience is necessary.
Pastor Christie

GET CONNECTED TO HOPE!

Ever want more information about what is happening at
Hope? There are many ways to get connected to Hope’s
activities. Check wus out on Facebook https://

www.facebook.com/hopeonbluerock - and be sure to like
us and check in! Also check Hope’s

website regularly https://

www.hopeonbluerock.org for information

on events, ways to make donations, a
handy up-to-date Google calendar, photo albums, and
much more! Pastor Christie

WATCH OUT FOR THE CHILDREN WALKING TO SCHOOL!

A REPAIR FOR BROKENNESS

Our lives are marked by brokenness,
including broken relationships, broken
promises, and broken expectations. Left
unattended, these fractures can quietly shape
us, hardening into bitterness or resentment.

How do we live with such brokenness without losing
heart? We return, again and again, to God’s faithful
presence. In Him, we find not only comfort but
restoration. God does not ignore what is broken. He
meets us in it, gently mending what we place in His hands
and reshaping what feels beyond repair.

Scripture reminds us, “He heals the brokenhearted and
binds up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3, NIV). What we
cannot fix on our own, God is able to restore in His time
and in His way.

Henri Nouwen, a Dutch Catholic priest, professor and
spiritual writer, often spoke of this sacred return, the
daily turning back to God where healing begins and hope
is renewed. In His presence, our brokenness is not wasted.
It becomes the very place where grace takes root and
new life begins. churchart.com

Zoom - Updated Tips & Tricks
Hope uses Zoom for many meetings. Here are some tips
to help you easily zoom in:
NEW (and easier) zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
3178285949
RETURNING ZOOMERS - If you have
EVER joined a Hope meeting on Zoom,
you can easily join again, even if you do not
have the link handy. Here’s how:

o Open the Zoom app on your
computer

o Click “Join” (plus sign)

o] Select “Hope Lutheran Church’s
Personal Meeting Room,” and click
“join.

HUMOR FOR YOU
Who is the best comedian in the Bible?
Samson. He brought the house down.

Who was the best financier in the Bible?
Noah. He kept his assets afloat while the whole
world was liquidated.

Who was the fastest man in the Bible?
Adam. He was the first in the human race.

How many animals did Moses take on the ark?
None. He was not on the ark?

What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth?
Ruthless.

Yesf:erdaj is established.
Tomorrow is a mvs?:erj.
Todaj is called a Presem&.
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HOPE’S GIVING INFORMATION

Thank you for your continued financial contributions
which help support Hope’s ministries in so many
wonderful ways.

Recurring online gifts - If you would like to set up
virtual recurring donations, visit https://
www.hopeonbluerock.org/giving/ If you currently have

virtual recurring donations, visit the giving link above
for instructions on how to change those to a new giving
amount for 2026. (Contact Pastor Christie with
questions.)

Offering Envelopes are on the counter in the
narthex/lobby. Take any box you like; we are not
tracking the numbers. There are no dates on these;
please use them as long as you need and take another
box when you are ready for more.

HOPE DIRECTORY APP

FOR YOUR COMPUTER OR PHONE

For directions go to the app store and download

the Instant Church Directory and follow their
directions.

*Changes are continuously made. New pictures are
requested. If you have changed your email address, you will

need to re-enroll. It will not recognize the new email address
for confidentiality purposes.

Please contact Jerry lvins for any changes.

KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM
1.Visit KrogerCommunityRewards.com

2. Sign in to your online account, or
create an account.

3. Find and select Hope Lutheran and
click “Enroll.”

Hope’s 5 digit number is 80286. Please join today!
This year we have received $89.54 in Kroger Rewards.

YELLOW BRICK ROAD CHILD CARE
We are proud of Kayla Wiley’s 2 Star
award rating for her child care
facility!

Need childcare? Call 513-601-2596 or
send an email to the address below:
yellowbrickroadchildcare@gmail.com

DON'T FORGET TO CHECK OUR “BOOK

NOOK”

FOR ALL

The Book Nook is constantly adding

new books. There are numerous

categories of books available for loan in

the “Book Nook” located inside the left

door of the Fellowship Hall. There are

also books that men might find

interesting. Be sure to check some out for a little quiet

time. There is seating if you just want to relax and read a
book there. So don’t miss out!

DON’T FORGET OUR NARTHEX BINS!

-Used toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes and floss
containers for UC Blue Dental Program

-Food and personal care donations for SON Ministries
-Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House
-Religious materials for Love Packages

-Pill bottles that are cleaned and
without labels for Matthew 25

-Eye glasses for the Lyon’s Club

-New or gently used Books for

Side-by-Side Ministry

-Men’s & Women’s Clothing for Franciscan Sisters of the
Poor

-Also paper and cardboard (clean and not greasy or wet) in
recycle bins

-Drink cans and bottles (empty and rinsed) in the bins in the
Fellowship Hall

-Adult and children’s books in the Book Nook

PRAYER

INSTRUCTIONS

To submit a prayer chain request:
Complete this online form

prayer-requests/, or send an email to prayer@h
or call Pastor Christie 317-828-5949 (cell)

513-923-3370 (church office)

Interested in receiving prayer chain emails?

CHAIN

Email prayer@hopeonbluerock.org with your contact
information, and we will get you added to the list.

View Hope’s calendar in your own Digital
Calendar

In Google Calendar:

1. Open a web browser and go
to Google Calendar.

2. On the left side of the page, find the Other
calendars section and click the Add other
calendars button (which looks like a plus sign).

3. From the dropdown menu, select From URL.

4. Paste this URL into the provided field: https://
calendar.google.com/calendar/u/07?
cid=aml2aW5zNjFAZ2 1ThaWwuY?29t

5. Click the Add calendar button. The calendar will
now appear in your "Other calendars" list.

In a non-Google Calendar app:
Copy URL above and paste it into the “subscribe” or “add

calendar” feature of your other calendar application, such
as Outlook or Apple Calendar.
Pr. Christie
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HOPE’S BOTTOM LINE

June 2026

General Fund

Total MONTH YTD
Beginning Balance $61,173.51 $ 36,074.82
Revenues $13,430.67 $ 147,211.18
Expenses $20,325.58 & 128,007.40
Transfers In $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Transfers Out $ 0.00 $ 1,000.00
Ending Balance $54,278.60 $. 54,278.60
Memorial Fund

Beginning Balance $77,984.17 $ 76,211.65
Transfers In $ 0.00 $ 1,000.00
Interest Income $..... 156.60 $. 927.12
Transfers Out $ 0.00 §$ 0.00
Ending Balance $78,140.77 $ 78,140.77
Mission Building Fund

Beginning Balance $ 6,483.80 $ 6,460.41
Transfers In $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Interest Income $ 586 $ 35.28
Disbursements $ 0.00 §$ 0.00
Ending Balance $ 6,488.66 $ 6,488.66
Avantax

Beginning Balance $. . 05 $ 0.00
Transfers In $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Interest Income $ 073 $ 0.78
Disbursements $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Equity Fluctuation $. 0.00 §.. 0.00
Ending Balance $ 78 $ .78

John Simpson, Treasurer

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

July 16, 2026

+ Pastor Christie: Pastor suggested purchasing a
4 week online presentation regarding Mission/
Ministry which was tabled until August. Ron Long
mentioned a free online session featuring the 10
Commandments of Fundraising by our consultants
on August 11th. He will investigate further.

+The Congregational Meeting on August 2nd will
include a motion to purchase a Planned Giving
Program and approving the Hope Constitution
changes. Information for the meeting will be
emailed to members and available at the meeting.
+Reverend Denise and Brent Russell are
transferring their membership to Hope.

+Mike Freland is enrolled in the Southern Ohio
Synod’s Leadership Academy. The council voted to
transfer $1225 from the Memorial Fund to the
Preparing for the Ministry Fund to cover this cost.
+The council voted to donate $150 to the

Matthew 25 Ministries organization for preaching
on July 26 with a Question and Answer Session
after worship in the Fellowship Hall.

+Joy lvins, Spiritual Formation: After discussion,
the council voted to continue our release of doves
on Easter morning.

+Mike Schweinfest, Property/Maintenance:
Cleaning up the 2 detention basins cost $2700 a
year. Also the mother board for our alarm system
will cost $2000.

+Ron Long, Financial Secretary: The financial
officers will start preparing the 2027 Hope Budget
in August.

+Ron Long, Generosity: Alita Simpson has joined
the Planned Giving Committee.The committee will
seek approval of the Planned Living Program at the
Congregational Meeting on August 2nd.

+John Simpson, Treasurer: Donations are doing
well.

+Pastor announced several committees ar
planning a Halloween (like our Community Bash
last summer) on October 18th,

+The next council meeting is scheduled for August
13th,

Joy lvins for Lisa Faulhaber , Council Secretary

ARTICLES FOR THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF THE
HOPE HERALD ARE REQUESTED BY
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23rD
ARTICLES MAY BE EMAILED TO
joyceivins@icloud.com or anytime before that date.
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July 2026 August 2026 September 2026
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30 31
I Hope Calendar -
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
= 9:00AM Hall rental - Re-
sounding Joy
2 3 4 5 7 8
= 10:00AM Worship = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 9:30AM Chair Yoga = 7:00AM Pastor's Day Off
= 11:00AM Congregational = 6:00PM Praise Band = 4:30PM SON @ GMC = 10:30AM Yellow Brick Road
Meeting = 6:30PM Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall
= 1:00PM Bible Study
= 6:00PM WHOO @Debbie
Schader's
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
= 10:00AM Worship = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 9:30AM Chair Yoga = 7:00AM Pastor's Day Off = 8:00AM Kelbley Eagle Scout
= 6:00PM Praise Band = 4:30PM SON @ GMC == 10:30AM Yellow Brick Road Ceremony
= 6:30PM Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall
= 1:00PM Bible Study
= 7:00PM Council Meeting
Zoom
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
= 10:00AM Worship = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 8:00AM Lifeline Screening = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 9:30AM Chair Yoga = 7:00AM Pastor's Day Off
= 11:00AM New Member = 6:00PM Praise Band = 4:30PM SON @ GMC = 10:30AM Yellow Brick Road
Class = 6:30PM Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall
= 5:00PM Hatton House = 1:00PM Bible Study
= 6:00PM WHOO @Debbie
Schader's Raindate
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
= 10:00AM Worship = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 9:30AM Chair Yoga = 7:00AM Pastor's Day Off
= 11:00AM New Member = 6:00PM Praise Band = 4:30PM SON @ GMC = 10:30AM Yellow Brick Road
Class = 6:30PM Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall
= 1:00PM Bible Study
= 6:00PM WHOO Women
30 31
= 10:00AM Worship = 10:00AM SON @ GMC
= 11:00AM New Member = 12:00PM Men's Fellowship
Class Group
= 2:00PM Hall rental - Baum | = 6:00PM Praise Band
Time Zone: Eastern Time Page 1/1
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OUR MISSION
We are anchored in faith and saved by God’s grace. Led by the Holy Spirit, it is
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