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STORIES OF FAITH
Cora Leppert

A Young Heart Guided by
Faith

It did not take long for
twelve-year-old Cora Leppert &
to make a lasting impression.
As we settled into our chairs
for the interview, |
complimented her outfit: a
breezy red gingham top
paired with a white midi skirt. Cora explained,
simply, that she felt it was time to start dressing up
for church. Within just a few minutes, | felt like | was
interviewing someone far beyond her years. Her
confidence, warmth, and natural people skills are
sure to serve her well throughout life.

This year, Cora will be taking the court as a member
of the Batavia Middle School seventh-grade
volleyball team. She genuinely loves the sport, but
being part of the team has given her something
even more meaningful: two best friends who get to
share the experience with her. Cora also has a
superpower of her own: she is an exceptionally fast
reader, often finishing a book each week.

Family is at the center of Cora’s life. She says she
gets her sense of adventure, her looks, and even
her short temper from her dad, while her personality
and drive come from her mom. As the oldest of
three children, Cora sees both the perks and the
challenges of leading the way. She enjoys being
trusted with responsibilities—just maybe not quite
so many when it comes to her younger siblings.

Cora’s faith has also been shaped in a meaningful
way by her mom. Even though the drive to church
from the east side of town is a long one, Cora
enjoys the Sunday trip and the time it gives her to
reflect and connect. That steady influence has
helped Cora develop a calm and trusting outlook on
life.

Cora’s philosophy is simple: go with the flow. She
believes everything happens for a reason and that
God has a plan for each person’s story. Because of
that, she tries not to worry, trusting instead that
things will unfold as they are meant to.

This past June, Cora became a confirmed member
of Hope Lutheran Church, a meaningful milestone in
a life already shaped by faith and family. Today, she
serves during worship as a reader and helps her
mom with Children’s Ministry. It will be exciting to
watch where God leads her next! Karen Schweinfest

ALL-CONGREGATION
ELCA Cincinnati Picnic
Sunday Sept. 13 @ Noon
Sharon Woods

Pavilion Grove Shelter
Join Pastor Christie and your friends from Hope, plus meet
new friends from multiple ELCA churches from the Cincy
area for an afternoon of food, fellowship, and fun. All are
welcome! Please bring: a side dish to share, your own
beverages, and lawn chairs (if desired). Contact Pastor
Christie with questions.

Pastor Christie

PET BLESSING & OUTDOOR WORSHIP
Sunday Oct. 4 @ 10 a.m.
Bring your furbabies (or winged, or scaled, etc.) for
} a fun and worshipful celebration of animals
| and God’s beautiful creation. Also bring
Q"&_' kS lawn chairs and blankets (bring extra if you

(9&44“”'9 can). Refreshments provided for humans

OF THEPETS® and pets. Pastor Christie

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING RESULTS OF 8/2
The Hope embers attending the meeting voted to
accept the changes to the Hope institution and to
hire the GSB consultants for possibly a year for
“Planned Giving.”

Hope Lutheran Chuwrch has Inspived Worship
every Sunday morning at 10 aun. - v persovw
oand online @ www.hopeonbluerock.org Click ow
Facebook ov Youtube at the bottow of the home

page. AW persons ave inwited to-attends
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PASTOR’S CORNER

Holy Ground in Ordinary
Places

As we look toward fall at Hope,
we also begin preparing for our
October generosity campaign.
This year’s stewardship theme is
“We Are Called,” and one of my
favorite biblical call stories is the call of Moses,
which begins with God speaking to Moses from a
burning bush (Exodus 3-4).

Moses turns aside, which one hopefully would do
upon seeing a burning bush. In that turning, he
discovers that the ground beneath his feet is holy.
Before there is a plan, before there is courage,
before Moses has answers for Pharaoh or even
answers for himself, there is God’s presence calling
his name: “Moses, Moses.”

Notice that God’s extraordinary call comes in the
middle of Moses’s very ordinary day, tending his
sheep. We might expect God’s call to come only in
dramatic moments or to people who already feel
prepared. But Moses’s story reminds us otherwise.
God meets people in the middle of regular work,
family responsibilities, questions, reluctance, and
fear. God calls not because Moses feels ready, but
because God has heard the cries of the people and
has chosen to act with compassion and mercy.

My favorite part of this story is not the burning
bush, or not even God’s call to Moses... it’s Moses’s
response. He seems pretty open to accepting that
God is talking to him through a burning bush, but
when God tells him to go to Egypt and free the
Israelites from captivity, that’s when Moses’s
guestions and objections surface.

Moses wants to know: Who am I? What am | going
to say? What if they don’t believe me? He makes
excuses: | don’t speak eloquently. Please send
someone else.

| love Moses’s response here because it’'s so
relatable. We might respond exactly the same ways
when God calls us.

We may feel a call or a nudge to serve, forgive,
speak, welcome, give, pray, or step forward, and
immediately we can list all the reasons why God
might wanna send someone else. But God’s answer
to Moses is not, “You are more capable than you

think” (even though Moses most definitely is). God’s
answer is deeper: “l will be with you.”

This is the heart of the passage and the heart of
our call together as a congregation. We do not
move into God’s work alone. The Holy One who sees
suffering, hears cries, and knows burdens calls us
ordinary people every day into holy purpose. God
uses the gifts already among us and gives us
companions for the journey.

As we enter this season of ministry, may we
practice turning aside long enough to notice where
God is present. Holy ground may be found in
worship, around a table in the fellowship hall, in a
conversation after church, beside someone who is
grieving, or in a quiet act of service no one else
sees. The burning bush teaches us that God’s
presence can shine in the places we might
otherwise pass by.

So when God calls, may we not be surprised if we
feel uncertain. Faithfulness does not require having
every answer before we begin. It begins with
listening, taking off our sandals, and trusting the
promise: “I will be with you.”
In God’s peace,

BIBLE STUDY

The Chosen
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. &
Thursdays 1pm
Hope’s Bible Study groups continue to enjoy
our study of The Chosen video series. In September, we
will finish season 4 and begin season 5. All are welcome
to join Wednesday evenings or Thursday afternoons for
this wonderful time of discussion, fellowship, and study.
Zoom options are also available. Contact Pastor Christie
with questions. Pastor Christie
=03 =
‘Fau-O—ll' | Fall-O-Ween
a:‘Hopeon'Blue'Rod( Community Festival
L | Sunday Oct. 17, 2-4 p.m.
| Fun for the whole family!
“® Come in costume and bring
« your friends. YOUR help will
R P be needed, and this is a really
,epum.nommg .—.mcuomeaung | exciting opportunity to get
‘SUNDAYOCTOBER'IBZOZG ‘ “involved with Hope S
1 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM T
" HopeLutheranchurch ¢ Ministries. Hope’s “Cultivating
L remmeesssal] Community” Team  will host
E e W this special event for Hope
folks friends, and the whole community. Signup
opportunities coming soon. Pastor Christie

Pastor Christie

—> JOINUSFOR A o~

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT

L)




SEPTEMBER THANK YOUS AND NEWS
Thank you to Judy Royse for making more
communion bread. Ruth Oehler, Altar Guild

****

To all at Hope Lutheran,

Thank you so much for allowing our session
planning retreat. It was good for us to get away
from our own building so we could really focus on
our work and dream big dreams for how best to
follow in the way of Jesus, and your room was
absolutely a perfect environment. We were all
impressed with how warm and welcoming your

church’s spaces are!
Peace and Joy, The Session of Resounding Joy Church

*****

Thank you to all who have been working in our
church yard To name a few:

Butch Royse trimmed the bushes and trees along
the parking lot,

Karen Schweinfest and Heather Minneman weeded
the Meditation Garden and tried to kill trees that
keep creeping up in our landscape,

Judy Royse regularly sprays weeds in our side walk
and parking lot,

Jerry and Joy lvins power washed the sidewalk of
the Meditation Garden,

Others may sneak in some work to keep the
grounds looking maintained.

If anyone was missed, please let Joy Ivins know so
we can thank you in the next newsletter.

Many thanks to all for your sweaty efforts!!

*****

Our appreciation to Carmen Hasdorff who keeps a
count of worship attendees for our yearly report to
the Synod and supervises the Prayer Chain.

Thank you to Kara Williams, our Administrative
Assistant, who is doing a fantastic job!

IN REMEBRANCE

We salute and remember
George Phillips Sr. who entered
eternal life at the tender age of
99 years old on July 29. A
Navy man who ran a number of
businesses when he was
younger and fathered 5
children and became the
grandfather of10, great
grandpa to 21 with many great great grandchildren.
He was always a such kind gentleman who dressed
so well.

Hope Men'’s Fellowship Lunch Gathering!

Catch up, relax, and grab a bite with the guys. No
formal agenda—just good food and great company!
When: Monday, August 31, 2026 at 12:00

noon-/

Where: Red Squirrel ﬂ
restaurant, 8227 Colerain S -
Avenue

Hope to see you there!
More details: Dave McBride;
DMcincy@outlook.com;

513-316-4004 (text, voice)

(They will also meet on the 28th of September.)

WHOO

What an enjoyable warm evening on August 9th
when 14 women of Hope gathered at the home of
our gracious hostess, Debbie Schrader, for some
delicious appetizers and desserts! There was lots of
conversation and laughter, too. Two women even

swam with Debbie in her
lovely pool while a few
others plunged heir feet in
the water to cool offl A great big thank you to
Debbie for opening her home and pool to the
WHOO!!

The next meeting is scheduled for September 24th at

church. Bring a light meal and. a drink at 6 pm to share in
their activities.


mailto:DMcincy@outlook.com

SIZZLING SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1 Ray Davis 23 Olivia Lundy

Lisa Faulhaber Danica Tedesco
2 Kanyarat Fetterman 25 Tristan Hermann
3 Aaron Byrne 29 Chrissy Hermann

Joey Terbrueggen
5 Chuck Hasdorff

9 Dennis Collins /\93_‘
14 Chuck Gundrum q

30 Mary Fennell

15 Larry Speeg
23 Beulah Kroger @

xlx“|

John Kroger
Skip Lister

OUTREACH TO HATTON HOUSE

Hope’s Outreach Team served a wonderful meal to the
women housed at this women’s shelter with a grant from
Thrivent through the McBrides and donations of food and
money from members,

The servers were Dave McBride, Ruth Oehler, Linda
McBride ,Linda Gerding (a Hope visitor), Sara Beagle,

and Steve Huss.

Thanks to all who were involved with serving and
donating to this worthy cause!

SON MINISTRIES

In July 198 households were
served numbering 342 adults
served with 229 children for a
grand total of 571 individuals.
It is noticeable that older adults are the most in
need.

MINISTRIES

For September SON is requesting saltine crackers.

In the Narthex bins at Hope marked SON, we collect food and
personal care items plus paper grocery and plastic bags for
distribution.

CHAIR YOGA CLASS
Join Hope Lutheran Church for FREE

h’*‘h chair yoga classes in Hope’s Fellowship
£ v
. e Hall.
"* %& h Chair Yoga is a gentle form of yoga,
LML . L accessible for everyone, all abilities
and fitness levels. No previous yoga
Pastor Christie

experience is necessary.

HI PARTNERS,

Believe it or not, we are
getting ready for the holidays
- purchasing boxes, food,
hats, gloves and socks for our Thanksgiving
November 14 and Xmas December 12 events. It
takes many hands to get ready for ~600 families.

If you are considering a donation to SON, Meijer is
offering SON a Simply Give program thru 9/26. The
double day is 9/12 where your donation would
increase 2x eg $10 becomes $30. If you send a
check made out to SON Ministries marked Simply
Give, it is tax deductible. Please have checks to

SON by 9/7.

Saltine crackers would be greatly appreciated this
month.
Your help is greatly appreciated! Thank you!

Jo Dossenback
2 BURIAL PLOTS FOR SALE AT I
ARLINGTON MEMORIAL GARDEN ATTENTION:
A congregation member is selling 2 side-by-side plots at
Arlington Memorial Gardens. The plots are each worth
$3500, but the member is willing to sell for $5000 for
both plots. Contact Pastor Christie if interested.

“You can't have a ratnbow

Wi«thOl/(.t the VaLV\/.” Dolly Parton



HOPE’S GIVING INFORMATION

Thank you for your continued financial contributions
which help support Hope’s ministries in so many
wonderful ways.

Recurring online gifts - If you would like to set up
virtual recurring donations, visit https://
www.hopeonbluerock.org/giving/ If you currently have
virtual recurring donations, visit the giving link above
for instructions on how to change those to a new giving
amount for 2026. (Contact Pastor Christie with
questions.)

Offering Envelopes are on the counter in the
narthex/lobby. Take any box you like; we are not
tracking the numbers. There are no dates on these;
please use them as long as you need and take another
box when you are ready for more.

HOPE DIRECTORY APP

FOR YOUR COMPUTER OR PHONE

For directions go to the app store and download
the Instant Church Directory and follow their
directions.

*Changes are continuously made. New pictures are
requested. If you have changed your email address, you will
need to re-enroll. It will not recognize the new email address
for confidentiality purposes.

Please contact Jerry lvins for any changes.
KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM
1.Visit KrogerCommunityRewards.com

2. Sign in to your online account, or
create an account.

SUPPORT US
THROUGH

cti

C|ICk “Enroll.”

Hope’s 5 digit number is 80286. Please join today!
This year we have received $89.54 in Kroger Rewards.

YELLOW BRICK ROAD CHILD CARE

= We are proud of Kayla Wiley’s 2 Star
‘gaward rating for her child care
M facility!

Need childcare? Call 513-601-2596 or
send an email to the address below:
yellowbrickroadchildcare@gmail.com

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR “BOOK NOOK”
FOR ALL

The Book Nook is constantly adding new books. There are
numerous categories of books available
for loan in the “Book Nook” located
inside the left door of the Fellowship
Hall. There are also books that men =S
might find interesting. Be sure to check S

some out for a little quiet time. There is

seating if you just want to relax and read a book there. So
don’t miss out!

DON’T FORGET OUR NARTHEX BINS!

-Used toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes and floss
containers for UC Blue Ash Dental Program

-Food and personal care donations for SON Ministries
-Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House

-Religious materials for Love Packages

-Pill bottles that are cleaned and

without labels for Matthew 25
-Eye glasses for the Lyon’s Club
-New or gently used Books for Rec C 'n

Side-by-Side Ministry
-Men’s & Women’s Clothing for Franciscan Sisters of the
Poor

-Also paper and cardboard (clean and not greasy or wet) in
recycle bins

-Drink cans and bottles (empty and rinsed) in the bins in the
Fellowship Hall

-Adult and children’s books in the Book Nook

PRAYER CHAIN INSTRUCTIONS
To submit a prayer chain request: Complete this online
form  https://www.hopeonbluerock.org/
------- mprayer requests/, or send an email to

¢ prayer@hopeonbluerock.org, or call
Pastor Christie 317-828-5949

(cell)
513-923-3370 (church office)

Interested in receiving prayer chain emails?

Email prayer@hopeonbluerock.org with your contact
information, and we will get you added to the list.

View Hope’s calendar in your own Digital
Calendar

In Google Calendar: 5 o
1. Open a web browser and go

to Google Calendar. '3
2. On the left side of the page, < DATE

find the Other
calendars section and click
t he Add other

calendars button (which looks like a plus sign).

3. From the dropdown menu, select From URL.

4. Paste this URL into the provided field: https://
calendar.google.com/calendar/u/07?
cid=aml2aW5zNjFAZ2 1haWwuY29t

5. Click the Add calendar button. The calendar will
now appear in your "Other calendars" list.

In a non-Google Calendar app:
Copy URL above and paste it into the “subscribe” or “add

calendar” feature of your other calendar application, such
as Outlook or Apple Calendar. Pr. Christie
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HOPE’S BOTTOM LINE @i

June 2026 T"I
General Fund ==
Total MONTH
Beginning Balance $ 54,278.60
Revenues $ 16,688.30
Expenses $ 20,052.08
Transfers In $ 0.00
Transfers Out $ 0.00
Ending Balance $ 50,914.82
Memorial Fund

Beginning Balance $ 78,140.77
Transfers In $ 0.00
Interest Income $..... 152.04
Transfers Out $ 0.00
Ending Balance $ 78,292.81
Mission Building Fund

Beginning Balance $ 6,488.66
Transfers In $ 0.00
Interest Income $ 6.06
Disbursements $ 0.00
Ending Balance $ 6,495.72
Avantax

Beginning Balance $. . .78
Transfers In $ 0.00
Interest Income $ 0.01
Disbursements $ 0.00
Equity Fluctuation $. 0.00
Ending Balance $ .79

John Simpson, Treasurer

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

The council did not meet in

August.

GET CONNECTED TO HOPE!
Ever want more information about what is happening at
Hope? There are many ways to get
connected to Hope’s activities.
Check us out on Facebook https://

f Get Y

Connected

>

h |

wWWwWw.

YTD
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& 148,059.48
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pyNotes

facebook.com/

hopeonbluerock - and be sure to

like us and check in! Also check
Hope’s website regularly https://
www.hopeonbluerock.org for information on events, ways

to make donations, a handy up-to-date Google calendar,
photo albums, and much more!

Pastor Christie

ARTICLES FOR THE NOVEMBER ISSUE OF THE
HOPE HERALD ARE REQUESTED BY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20™
ARTICLES MAY BE EMAILED TO
joyceivins@icloud.com or anytime before that date.

Zoom - Updated Tips & Tricks
Hope uses Zoom for many meetings. Here are some tips
to help you easily zoom in:
NEW (and easier) zoom link:
h : 2web.zoom.us/j/31782 4
RETURNING ZOOMERS - If you have EVER joined a
Hope meeting on Zoom, you can easily join
again, even if you do not have the link handy.

Here’s how:
JOIN US o Open the Zoom app on your
ON ZOOM computer
L = © Click “Join” (plus sign)
o] Select “Hope Lutheran Church’s
Personal M

HUMOR FOR YOU

Why do you put your 2 cents in,
when it is only a penny for your
thoughts?

If the energizer bunny attacks someone, is it
charged with battery?

,-\O

e

If a turtle doesn’t have a shell, it is homeless or is it
naked?

What is the difference between a well dressed man
on a bicycle and a poorly dressed man on a
bicycle? attire

Why do cats not play poker in the jungle?
Too many cheetahs

A skunk, a deer and a duck went out to eat.
When it came time to pay, the skunk didn’t have
a scent, the deer didn’t have a buck, so the duck
had to put it on his bill.

"Before we eat, let's say graze."
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BEATITUDES

< f Fill in the blanks below to complete
. the crossword. Answers are
based on Matthew 5:1-13, NIV.

5
What you need: '/\

* 3 small coffee cans with lids
* 1/2 cup dry pinto beans

* 1/2 cup unpopped popcorn
® 1/2 cup uncooked rice

* Heavy-duty tape

* Construction paper

rd G

)
¥
—

y

* Glue )
® Scissors 3
* Markers or crayons
for decorating i
What you do:
1. Put the beans in one can, the popcorn ACROSS
in another, and the rice in the third. 2. and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.
2. Secure the lids and tape around the rims. 5. Blessed arecthe for they will see God
3 C:C\i/erI thic'imlw'th construction paper 6. Blessed are those who and thirst after righteousness.
ACUET paes: 7. Blessed are the , for they will receive mercy.

4. Decorate the cans with markers
8. Blessed are the ___, for they will inherit the earth.

5, g;:;:y;r:.cans Y6 baaiRke rerant 9. Blessed are those who hunger and , for they will be filled.
sounds, then use them to make joyful DOWN
music for the Lord! 1. Blessed are the , for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
3. Blessed are those who are for righteousness’ sake.
')7 4. Great is your in heaven.
./\ J\ 7. Blessed are those who , for they will be comforted.

‘/7 J\ uinow :umoq / ‘piemal :umo(  ‘pendesiad umo(q €

yaidsuriood :umoq | ‘3S41Y] 1SSOIDY 4 @8 1SS0 g ‘|NYIDISW (SSO.DY /

18buny :ssony 9 ‘Leayuiaind :ssouy G ‘adiolay :ssouy zZ hey Jemsuy

RO IR




September 2026

August 2026
SMTWT F S
1
2 3 456 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

September 2026
SMTWTF S

1 2 3 45
6 7 8 9101112

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

October 2026
SM TWT F S
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 910
11 12 13 14 15 16 17

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
30 31
I Hope Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
= 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 9:30AM Chair Yoga
= 4:30PM SON @ GMC = 10:30AM Yellow Brick Road
== 5:00PM SAS meeting in the Fellowship Hall
= 6:30PM Bible Study = 1:00PM Bible Study
= 2:30PM Worship committee
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
= 9:15AM Praise band early = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 9:30AM Chair Yoga
rehearsal = 4:30PM SON @ GMC = 10:30AM Yellow Brick Road
= 10:00AM Worship = 6:30PM Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall
= 1:00PM Bible Study
= 7:00PM Council Meeting in-
person
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
= 10:00AM Worship == 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 6:00PM Annual Meeting - == 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 9:30AM Chair Yoga == 2:00PM Ramp rental
= 12:00PM ELCA Cincinnati = 6:00PM Praise Band Hidden Creek Condo Com- | == 4:30PM SON @ GMC = 10:30AM Yellow Brick Road
Picnic plex = 6:30PM Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall
= 1:00PM Bible Study
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Celebrating Volunteer Sunday ™= 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 9:30AM Chair Yoga = 12:00PM McAdoo Hall
) . = 6:00PM Praise Band = 4:30PM SON @ GMC = 10:30AM Yellow Brick Road Rental
= 10:00AM Worship = 6:30PM Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall
= 11:00AM Care Team meet- = 1:00PM Bible Study
Ing = 6:00PM WHOO Women
27 28 29 30
= 10:00AM Worship = 10:00AM SON @ GMC = 10:00AM SON @ GMC
= 12:00PM Men's Fellowship = 4:30PM SON @ GMC
Group = 6:30PM Bible Study
= 6:00PM Praise Band
Time Zone: Eastern Time Page 1/1
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OUR MISSION
We are anchored in faith and saved by God’s grace. Led by the Holy Spirit, it is
our purpose to invite all to know hope, love, and peace through Jesus Christ.
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